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70 Years of
Vermont Broadcasting

Foreword

fry ENfée Th PR

The result of btwo years of
research, Vodces From the Hills tells the
story of the first 70 years of Vermont
broadcasting (19191989, as remem-
bered by those who were in the thick of
it ak the time,

O April 16, 1987, 1 got a phone call
from Mark Brady, for whom 1 was
working as a part-time announcer, He
todd me that the Vermont Association
of Broadcasters was inberested in creat-
ing a written record of broadcasting in
Vermont, The idea was to preserve as
much of our rich and colorful past as
possiblie before 50 much ime has tran-
spired that the memories, keepsakes
and stories were lost forever,

I thought it was a splendid idea
and was honored that [ had been asked
todoit, Armed with a tape recorder, |
began interviewing presentand retired
Vermont broadcasters in my quest for
facts, photos and “war stories,”

Visices Froms The Fills

[.‘.|!r|.:'|:'|.l: many hours at the Vermont
Historical Society Library and the Ver-
maont State Library in Montpelier, look-
ing for documentation to go along with
the anecdotal record 1 was assembling
through these interviews. [ also want
to thank Lillie Brown of the NAB for
sending me their station records for
Vermont which was very helpful with
the research.

Special thanks are ir. order to the
VAB Board, Marsha Maurice, Frank
Balch, Vic Biondi {of the California
Broadcasters Associabion), and the
many Vermont broadcasters both past
and present who contributed their
memories and memorabilia. O

Researched,
Written
and
Edited By:
Ellie Thompson

Association Publishing Specialist
Cotith F!f|.:-_l.-'.'||l:|;:-r'|ll Vermont 05068
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18. Mark Brady
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The Gng[nal 13  WVMT ormerty wono
157 9-1954 WLAK (19731528
. WA BX (secame WEMNE)
: i3 ) . WWSESWLFE .
Like the un_g:ml 13 colonies  ywevpwruT 12
of the United States, there  WDEY ..o 14

were 13 stations in Vermont :‘I:EEL:} SWOITER L
at the time of the formation  wHwB/WKLZ oo
of the VAB in 1954, WSTI/WNEY tommerly WTWAI

TSR AM = B i
WEBTIN /WHIG oo rememeereenie
WCFR /WMES e

Television and :E:;-r]u:ﬁi{km R R AT 1
- | £} 0 B AN NN LN B R D A
the Rise of FM  wxvram-mao
1954-1989  WWWT/WCVE ccviconiens :
WHNHV AWEKXE .
T FLATEY
Vermont was the last of the :Eil:flf:{_::ﬂ.n: e
then 48 states to have its  wykR, WNCS ...
own TV station, When TV took WEREFB, WHNNE-TV, WVNR ... e
. WPTZ-TV, WEFL oo &
' work pro . R -
OVer netwe ].k P A N WENLWIGLY . i
radio turned to local Wik WEQX oo

and Rock’n’Roll.

Family
Broadcasting
in Vermont

Broadcasting is still

“a family atfair” at some
Vermont stations, whether
it's fathers and sons or
husbands and wives.

Women in
Vermont
Broadcasting

Women have come a
long way from cooking
shows to positions in
sales, news, program-
ming, announcing

and management.
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Station 1-ARY

Vermont broadcasting was bornon
a college campus. Somewhere at sea
during World War [ was a young man
named George Brodie, whose college
career ab the Uni-
\'{'rﬂ:ll:_].--:ﬁ"l."wrr'l‘ll:_:ll'll
had been inter-
rupted by the war.
After serving as a
radic operator in
the Mavy, he re-
turred o LVA in
the fall of 1919, He
brought with him
both experience
and enthusiasm
for radio, and is
considered  the
founder of the
University of Yer-
maont Badio Club.

Thecluboper-
ated amateur stis
tion T-ARY, which
was licensed by
the US Depart- °
ment of Commerce in 1919, This was
not radio as we know it today, but
wireless telegraphy, They were not
broadcasting to a mass audience but
l..'l'lj;.ilHi.l‘lH i I:'.'-'l,r-'.'.':'i_'e.'_. ].'r::lil'll-l:l.:-i‘:lu:lltl:
wireless communication with other
amateur stations, like the “Ham Ra-
din” enthusiasts of today.

And they were very good at it! By
1921 they were in communication with
points in 23 stabtes, conversing daily
with Princeton. Three club members
demonstrated their radio receiving
equipment at the State Fair that yvear.
They received and reported news,
weather, sports scores and market
quotations. The purpose of their ox-
hibit was to demonstrate to Vermont
farmers how they could be kept in-
formed of market conditions through
radio. The exhibit managed to gener-
ate comsiderable interest, and club
members helped install several radio
sets for farmers the next summer,

During the International Transat-

Burlington

lantic Tests conducted by the Ameri-
can Radio Relay League in December
of 1921, the signals of 1-ARY were the
first to sucoessfully cross the Atlantic
and be heard in Seotland.  Both the

UM ammuaiewr siatlon 1-ARY circa 1919,

spark and contimsous wave sets were
used in sending these calls,

Begun in the autumn of 1921, club
members and the University's Engi-
neering Department completed the
installation of a 100-watt continuous
wave transmitter in the spring of 1922,
The University’s Agricuﬁuml College
received a license from the Department
of Commerce with the call sign
“WCAXY at that time as well, It was
operated by the University Extension
Service and the "C-A-X" stood for
"College of Agriculture Extension.”

WCAX

WCAX broadeast the 118th Com-
mencement Program at VM on June
16, 192X A receiving set was even
installed on the steamer Ticonderoga
for use during the alumni boat ride on
June 18th, Broadcasts were sporadic at
first and regularly scheduled programe-
ming did not begin unt] October 10,
1924,

By then a new station had been

built by William M. Hall, an electrical
engineering student at thetime, WCAX
was now a tolally separate entity from
I-ARY, although they were housed in
the same building
Leon W. Dean had
become editor of the
Extension Service and
became WICAX's first
regular radio an-
nouncer. For ome hour
every Friday night, the
station broadcast farm
information, Univer-
sity events, and e
tures by Professors on
just about any topic
They even did “re
mobes,” by running
phone lines to the
Gymnasium  and the
Old Ml Building to
broadcast University
basketball games and
music recitals.
The University oper-
ated WCAX until 1931, and as such it
was the forerunner not only of com-
mercial radio in Yermont, but of ool-
lege radio and public radio as well.

WCAX Becomes Commercial

Col. H. Melson Jackson, President
of the Burlington Daily Netes, bought
the station on Nov. 4, 1931 and trans-
formed itinto a commercial enterprise.
The station was moved from the cam-
pus to College Street in downtown
Burlington, and new 125 foot towers
wereinstalled., Power wasincreased to
250 watts in 1937 and a new 250 &
Antenng bower was |;'El|..||' on the n.lély
Mees |:'r1:|:i||.|||||5_.

[ 19338 the Diily News and WCAX
were purchased by Charles P
Hasbrook.,. WCAX became the Ver
mont outlet for CBS in 1940, and the
power was increased to 1000 wakts,
Power was again increased in 1947 o
SO0 watts. The newspaper was sold,
and in 1954 WCAX-TY was born (see

Wermponn! Assocition of Srovadcagion



separate article onpage 33).

In 1958, the two stations moved to
the WCAX Radio-TV Center at 100
Market Square on Shelburne Road. It
was the first location designed specifi-
cally for broadcasting, In 1960 WCAX
radio switched from CBS to NBC, a
change from soap operas and classical
music to increased local programming.

WCAX Becomes WVMT

Im 1963, WCAX radio wias sold Lo
Vermont Radio, Inc.(Simon Goldman,
President), which is owned by James
Broadcasting Company, Inc. The call
letters were changed to WYMT. The
station moved toits present location in
Colchester in 1967,

The most recent excilement at
WVMT is the change to AM sterep. O

Sources
“Radio Work at the University of
Vermont”, by Ealph Spalding, from
The Vermonter (magazine), Vol 27,
Mumber Two, 1922 : "Radio Broad -
casting Comes to Vermont: WCAX,
the University of Vermont Station,”
I_'q.' William M. Hall, from Vermaord
History, the proceedings of the
Vermaent Historical Society, Vol49,
Mumlber 2, Spring 1981; “Frogram-
ming Practices and Ascertainment
o I;'_'.,:mmun':h_,' e in Viermaont
Radie Ijnudn:.wl:i.ng: Amn .-".|'|.1i:.-'\ih
of License Renewal .-"tFIF-“.-.'.Jti.I::-Ii'-_."
a 1976 Master's Thesis by Millyn
Dana Moore; George Goldring
WWVMT s presenk Carneral Man-
agerh I:Lumrgp Cameron [pasi M.
and V.PE Lillie Brown (MNABE and
“& History of Vermaont Broadcist-
ing.” a 1%1 undergraduoate UWVM
term paper by Richard . Cooper. L

WVMT was
awarded oneof
ll'u_- farst Ma-
Honal Associa-
Hon of Broad-
caster’s Crystal
Radio Awards
for its Fll.lhlil:"
service F:-I‘-:l-
gramming in
1987, WWVMT
competed with
hundreds of
stations for this
award. O
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Vofces froem Thae flis

Profile: George Cameron

ki had worked
his way up to the
position of man-
1'|!__:|,'r1|!|"r"||'r.'“:'.l-r'll:'l
Burlington, and
came o WYMT
in 1965, He was
thveguiding force
of WVYMT for

Pictured
here at home
casually relax-
ing after his re-
tirement an
1987 15 George
Cameron,
long-time
manager and

part owner af over two dec-
WVMT. ades, as well as

A Rut- at WSYH in Eut-
land native, land during the

his first pob in
radio was at
WHWDB as a
sportscaster in the early '50s. By 1960

SevVEnleen years
Yo kerour §irede koaving my plclure fake, that Vermont

Radio, Inc. own-
ed that station from 1970 o 1987, O

1‘!'..1'._ L

Bolion Valley Ski Clallenge 1970, WYMT suiffers beft to right: Ernde Farrar,
Burt Dhean (knecling), Tom Check, Jack Basry, George Cameron and B Admaokl,

WVMT Hall of Fame
Jim Donovan
left WWMT in “86 to become an
NBLC sportscaster

Tom Cheek
left WVMT in "77 to become the
voice of the Toronto Blue Jays

Chip Hobart
left WWVMT in '69 to work for
Drake/Chenault, and WAAP
in Boston

WCAX Radio Notables

ALE. Spokes
General Manager, 1963
Whitey Killick
WCAX News Editor in the 1940's
John Millar

Vice President and General
Manager, 1964



1922 was quile an exciling year in
Vermont radio history. Less than 3
months after WCAX, a second Vermont
station went on the air. The date was
September 4, 1922, the station was
WLAK in Bellows Falls, and the head-
lining entertainment was the Brazil
Orchestra, also of Bellows Falls.

WLAK was owned and operated
by the Vermont Farm Machinery Cor-
poration, which manufactured such di-
verse products as cream separators,
washing machines, and gun shells.

It purpose was to relay farm news
and weather information o [armers,
and o advertise the company’s prod-
ucts ab the various fairs. Vermont Farm

WLAK

Bellows Falls
1922-1925

also sold radio receiving kits (you had |
| to put vour radio together yourself in

those days) and radio parts.
WLAK was a 50-watt station, on
the air for & hours a da].-'. Iis tower was

| a 50 foot flagpole on the main building

at Vermont Farm, with the anbenna
strung between the chimney and the
pole. The generator was run 'I:l}r &
homemade 5 horsepower motor in the
baserment .

In between the farm news and
anmouncements, there was live music
and gramophone records for enter-
tainment. Some of the regular local
talent included Mrs. Mettic Wheeler

Lovell (piano), Jessie Butler (xylo-

phoned, and Perley Huntoon (clarinet),
WLAK operated until December 1925
when Vermont Famm went oul of

business, O

Sources

Vermuont— the Shate with the Storybook
Past and Profiles froom the Pasl: Awn
Lhn:’umml.lrlHJSJ.'.‘Irgln'.II"'I-'L.rmEIr.'f by Cora
LhLm:r,”HL-:thl.rﬂl'Rﬂ{“kmqunL by
Framces Stockwell Lovell and Lever-
ett C. Lovell; Bradley Weeks (owner
of WBFL in Belloavs Fallsh, and a taped |
inderview with Clharles Doe, [ldpi' 59
from thevault of the Vermont Histort-
cal Society Library. O

FROATEMIBT AL l-'l‘.!fr
HII R '
0 ifﬁ“ L“ ADyg S h
\}l‘t CLASS T LB0TE SaResLn fﬂ

CoramTHENT CF ComErELT
B e e
]

Peromasd « &u#;ﬂ;&mﬁu&.ﬁﬁtm

FESCST RANE GOTVE SSSollicl ioF

T e il e e N LIS ST T —
T Y Y S
II "I_-.T--‘ ] Aty sty o T
IL"'\._ __.-"-. =l —~ T
= AR
= e i [P
,‘.r'...n'___,.n_h FE daylamiar LLEL S rﬂ"ﬁ.jﬁﬂ‘bf

INEPECTIONS
— = s e e e -

Excerpis Froen U Towr-page locose Bsseod for WLAK in 1923,
There was po FOC a8 the g, saoraslio licomses were Baued by the
De-partomenl of Commeroe, Buales bncludod giving priocity o
glistress signals from ships 2 sca and nod Broadeasting Fer the
Firse fiMcen ednuies aleacl howr when requestod By e Secretary
of Comnseroe,

An Early Genius
Charles Doe

In 1917, he made the trip from his home
in Milton, MA to Bellows Falis, VT
on a motarcycle... What an adventure!

WLAK was built and operated by Charles Doe, who
was its emcee for about a vear and a half as well. Doe's
interest in radio began at the age of 15, when' he first
listened to a friend’s sparks set in Milton, MA.  After
graduating from high school, he joined the Navy as a
radioman. He attended the pioneer Naval Radio School at
Harvard in 1918 and served on the troop carrier Agam-
emnon during WWI.

Sometime just before his Navy days (probably around
19171, Dows paid a visit to his friend Raymond Phipps. He
made the trip from his home in Milton, MA to Bellows
Falls, VT on a motorcycle. The roads were muddy, bumpy
and sandy, but what an adventure it must have been!
Phipps’ uncle, James ], Hay, worked at the Vermont Farm
Machinery Corporation, So after the war when Vermont
Farm decided to build a radio station, Charles Doe was the
man they asked to do the job.

Do left the station in 1923 to open his own radio shop
in the Rockingham Hotel Block in Bellows Falls where he
built, sold, and repaired radios. He worked for WNBX in
Springfield for a time in 1936 and 1938, but maintained his
status as Bellows Falls” “radio and TV man™ all his lite. U

Viermmcan! Associmiion of Brovagcaiim




WNBX

Springfield

1927-1940

WNBX was the first Vermont station to be used for
evangelistic purposes, Attorney H, H. Blanchard headed the
groupat the First Congregational Church which obtained the
license for WNBX on June 2, 1927, Sunday services and the
sermons of Rev. George Mott were broadcast from the trans-
mitter in the belfry. The purpose of this station was tospread
the gospel, at least as far as was possible with its modest 10
waltts of power. Even the light bulb over the vestry door was
maore powerful than the station!

Then in 1931 WNBX was bought by a group of business-
men headed by Fred Wheeler,  Engineer Willis (“Bill™)
Muoore boosted the power to 250 watts, and setup a studioon
the stage of the Ideal Theater. It was now a commercial
station.

By 1932, WNBX had moved to a transmitter shack on
Cherry Hill Road and a studio suite in the Woolson Block. It
took determination and luck to keep the station on the air,
with Cherry Hill Road being either washed out or snowed in
6 months of the year. Engineer Moore was often marooned
there and the staff had to haul supplies to him by to an.
But somehow they managed to broadcast 5 days a week, no
matter what the weather.

Everett Williams became the first station manager in
1932, There were no programs, no records , and few
gponsors. He quickly went to work scheduling live music
shows . He played the violin, his secretary played the piano,
and there was a specialty show called “Banjo Tricks.”

He hired trumpet player Ozzie Wade (also in 1932,
who along with Bill Bumford started a two-hour “Early
Birds" program which aired at sunrize. They were known for
kidding sponsors and anyone else who caught their atten-
tion. From a loudspeaker set up in Doc Auber’s optical shop,
these two would :LE: ress the people on the street below with
comments like: "Good morning, are you just getting home?”

Sinoe the studio was not soundproof, every fire alarm
and siren was picked up by the mike and broadcast, even if
it was in the middle of a Brahms Lullaby. In typical thrifty
Vermont fashion, engineer Bill Moore copied the new ribbon
mike (the latest innovation at the time) with magnets from a
Model T, at a cost of a dollar instead of a hundred.

WNBX increased to 500 watts in 1933, and to 1000 watts
in 1934, It was bought by Harry Wilder of Syracuse, NY in
1936, and briefly became a part of the Yankee Metwork.
Wilder owned WSYR and WTRY in Troy as well,

[n 1937, the station switched to the CBS network, broad-
casting favorites like Amos ‘N Andy. Another jump in power
camein 1940 {to 3000 watts), and thestation moved to Keene,
MWH. It became WEKNE and is still on the air today. O

Sources
Frank Fezza (WCFR), f.'ind:..- Hall (WEKNE], “A H:.‘-I.ur}- of
Vermont Broadeasting.” by Richard . Cooper, WKNE Anni-
versary Brochure

oo o Tine Hie

WBIN

Your Community Station
in Beautiful Bennington,
Serving the Area Community
for 36 Years

WHGC

The Big Soft Sound
Serving Portions of the
Tri-State Area of Vermont,
New York and Massachusetts
for 11 Years

Bahviar Baywoeth Bob Hasrington
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On December 31, 1929 a brief an-
nouncement appeared in the St Albans
Messenger. It was tucked away on a
back page, along with the Boy Scout
Motes and society items.

This brief article somewhat casu-
ally noted that “For the past week local
radio fans have enjoved daily broad-
casts from St Albans” own studio, sta-
Hon WODM..."

0 began Ver-

WWSR = WLFE

St. Albans

Originally WQDM

would be especially useful for the trav-
eling public in the spring of the vear.
Since Vermont roads were dirt, and
therefore often perilously muddy in
the "-]"':I':II'I||, it 15 easy o see '|-'-.]'|'l.- I"i'l."'«ili'th
on road conditions were one of local ra-
die's first important functions.,
Perhaps WQDM was givensolittle
notice at first because radio was al-
ready available to Vermonters, The

members he was paid the sum of $6,50
aweek, Hedid alittle of evervthing at
the station: news, sports, classical mu-
¢, and even :~'|'-'l.'|.'ll the floors. He did
the announcing for a call-in request
show with Mrs. Bostwick, who would
P|-:1:|' the reqquested songs on the plano

The station was now on the air
fromm 10 am to 1 pm. Anderson recalls
that after his broadcast shift he would
g0 home, eat

mont's frst com-
miercial rad o ska-
tEom, on or aboot
Christmas  Day,
1929, WOoDM
was located in the
basement of the
AL _|. Anboine
Music Store (for-
merly Bailey's
Music Rooms) on
Kimgman St in
dowentown St Al-
bans.

Arthur Anto-
ine was the man-
ager and Ed Re-
gan the engineer

AT LiLnig::l.,ﬂ,l
and builé the
tramsmitter and
was in charge of
the construction
of the station.

7K

Eel Andorsen (L} Interviews Farrello LatGusrdias (oonber) in 1958 ai Buclingion Alrport,

lunch and
change clothes,
Then Mr., Regan
would pick him
upr and take ham
0 the site of the
mesw Eoweer and
transmitter
shack they were
building on the
Swanton Hoad,
T|'It':'r' Wi d'i:.?-
ging trenches
withh a metal
blade welded to
a plow, laying
wire in a radial
pattern, with the
tower in the cen-
ter, like the
spokes in a
whesl. Thetower
was made from
F'lil"l.'l"‘i-l:'il:!:l'.'lll:li_'l1-

WODM had a li-
cense from the Federal Radio Commis-
sion to broadeast at a frequency of 1390
kilocycles, and its transmitter had a
range of about 33 miles

At first, WODM was only on the air
for one hour a :l..,::l,' { noon ol ]Jm'l, | EEPT
right from the start, some familiar ra-
dio functions were in place.  For in-
stance, this same 1929 newspaper ar-
ticle mentions that the correct time
would be given “... through the cour-
tesy of M. DD, Arm *-tmn;, and F. L. 5co-
ft|.='|d local s ulq_ﬁn-.

In addition, the article states that
“oom ML Drdscoll is now making ar-
rangements wherehy the station will
be able to broadeast daily the condi-
tions of the highways leading to and
from this city.” It was noted that this

1929 newspapers were full of ads for
radios, and contained daily listings of
programs that could be heard on sta-
tioms all ower the Mortheast.

What WOQDM had to offer that
couldn’t be heard on these other sta-
tions was local news, community infor-
makion (such as the road conditions),
and local musicians and talent. Such
was the case when popular local musi-
cians Arthur and Florence Bostwick
began performing on WQDM ona regu-
lar basis in the early 1930's.

In 1936 when St Albans native Ed
Anderson joined the staff at WQDM,
Bostwick had become station manager
and co-owner, Anderson was the first
offictal staff announcer, other than
Bastwick or Mr. 5t Antoine. He re-

gine tubing they
got from the local railroad vard, welded
hu..l.'t]ﬂ.'r to make a large pole.

This homemade arrangement had
many problems, and was blown down
in an ice skborm. Anderson recalls: It
folded in sections and came crashing
down in a Z-like figure, just missing
the transmitber shack.”

A more substantial tower was buili
after this, and by 1938, WQDM was a
1000-watt station, broadcasting from
sunnse tosunset. Thestudios moved o
& space above De Patie’s Shoe Store on
Main 5t. and began using the Trans Ra-
dic Mews Wire, which Anderson be-
lievies was the first service offering news
writhen especially for radio to be used
in Vermont.
conbinued on the next page...
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thought was that

1938 was also the
year that a fellow by the
name of Wasserman
came on the scene. With
EXPETE in Mew York
City radio, he became
station manager and
browght with him some
sophisticated program-

felwant JI0

Butarat F&3
g = g 1 —— =
H H

ming ideas, along with
his “city slicker™ dress
and mannerisms. It is
thought that he became
a coeowvmier of the sta-
Hon as well. He left in
1938, Mot long after that
Ed Eegan left {in 1939 or
W to become a field
man for the FCC, An-
derson bid fairwell toSt,
Albans in 1940 to begin

100 WaATT
ERIABIALT
TRawEHITTEN
BlLSSER AAE
mrr-ua:r (L]

.: F&A wens ko B viied
for classical or
“Beautiful Music™
formats, where its
improved fidelity
would be apprea:-
ated. Robert Kimel
was reluctantly
persuaded by his
son John, that ap-
pealing toa young-
er market with a
steren rock sound
was an idea whose
time had come.

In 1978 the
FM call letters were
changed to WLEFE,
Robert Kimel sold
WWSR and WLFE
to his sons, John

a 3-year announcing
career at WTIC (radio
and TV} in Hartford, CT.

Ed Regen's sketch of the WDM transmitior, 1929

and David Kimel,
in 1982, Both had
started working at
WWSR while in

WQDM becomes

WWSR

In February of 1941, the station was
purchased by Vermont Radio Corpo-
ration, Inc., which wasowned by Llovd
Squier and William Ricker, who also
owned WDEV in Waterbury, VT. It
was then that the call letters were
changed to WWSR.

Thereare several stories aboit what
those call letters stand for, depending |
on who you talk to. Most agree that the
G and “B" stand for wier” and

WWSR Firsts

First commercial radiostation
in Vermont

With the call letters WQDM,
thisstation began broadcasting
on of about Christmas Day,
19249,

First woman station manager
in Vermomnt

Cecile Fahl began her career in
19403 WODM (which became
WWSE in 1941), and was
station manager from 1936-
1954,

First Rock FM in Vermont
In March 1970 WWSE FM
blazed the trail for the
successiul marriageal FM and
rock music in Vermont.

their early teens.
John began his an-

“Ricker”. One account purports that | nouncing career at age 13, calling him-

the second “W* stands for “Whitehall,”
after Harry Whitchall, founder of
WDEV, and Llowd Squier’s mentor.
Another account suggests they are an
abbreviation af the name “Wasserman.”

When Squier and Ricker bought
the station, the studios and offices were

located at 75 M. Main 5t. and the trans- |

mitter on the Swanton Rd., It was oper-
ating at a frequency of 1420 kilocycles.

In 195% the station was purchased
by Robert Kimel and a silent pariner,
Bessie Grad. Kimel moved his family
bor St Albans and ran the station. Grad
wias later bought out by Kimel,

The Yankee Netwaork (which had
been pickedup somewhere along the
way} was dropped in order to place
mone cmphas-js on local news and fea-
tures. “Every time the fire alarm went
of f, wereporbed it,” recalls Kimel, There
was even a popular death announce-
ment show, sponsored by the local
Funeral Directors. [n the ‘&s WWSE
had a Mews Tip System, whereby lis-
teners were paid for news stories they

[ phoned in,

In 1962, a new transmitter was in-
stalled, and in 1965 the studios and of-
fices moved to a newly constructed

building (which is its present location) |

at the transmitter site on UL 5. Route 7.

FM Added

In March of 1970, WWSE FM went
on the air. It was the first Rock FM i

the state. At the time, the prevailing

self “lahnny O.% Heis presently station
manager, and served as VAB President
from 1979 to 1981.

David began selling when he was
15. Although no longer General Sales
Manager, he 15 still involved in station
sales and community relations. He is
also heavily involved with Mew Eng-
land Media, the brokerage and consuli-
ing firm founded by Robert Kimel in
1981, O

lustrious Alumni

Frank Balch
came to WWSE to work as a
transmitter engineer im 18945,
He went on to become the
owner/ manager of WJOY /S
WOCR in
Hurliﬁgtun.
Stuart Perry
was a WWSHE Mews Director
who alse had a distin-
guished newspaper career
at the Free Press in
Burlington,
Theodore Boisvert
came ko St Albans in 1946 to
begin his 30 + year career as
an enganeer at WWSE, He
alzo did engineering work
at WDEY,

Vigrmanrad Ao drahioat of Bt




Profile:
Robert I. Kimel

Hob Kimel in 1959

Robert Kimel never intended to get into radio. He
wanted tobe a math teacher. He attended Phillips Andover
with the likes of Jack Lemmon and George Bush.

S0 how did the math student who went to school with a
future movie star and a future US President end up being a
Vermont broadcaster for over 30 yvears?

It all started in Lawrence, MA where Kimel's father had
worked in radio at station WLAW in the "30s. Young Bob
Kimel's first job was for a newspaper, the Lauwrence Eagle
{which owned WLAW).

Mext b found himself working in zales at a radio station
in Haverhill, MA. Once he got a taste of radio, he set himself
the goal that he would own his own radio station by the age
of 33—and he did!

He called a broker and sand, “1 swant to 1‘!'|.1?.':‘| radiostation,
but I don’t have any money. What's the cheapest thing vou
got?” The answer was WWSR in 5t. Albans, VT, In 1959, he
bought WWSR and moved his wile and two sons  to 5t
Albans, and has been a part of the Vermont radio scene ever
since.

In 1960, he bought WSNO in Barre and brought in Alan
Moves tomanage it. Headded WORK-FM to WSMNO In Barre
and WLFE-FM to WWSE in 5t. Albans in the 1970 s

In 1961 he formed a media brokerage and consulting firm,
New England Media, which has offices in four states and
Canada. He was honored by the VAR as Broadcaster of the
Year in 1986,

Sources

Sylvia Revnolds and Ed Steele of the 5t Albans Historical
Society, Lillie Brown of the MNAB; former station employess
Cecile Fahl, Ed Anderson, and Frank Balch; the Vi State Library,
thee 5¢. Albars Messenger, Ken Squier (son of former owner Lloyd
Squier), former owner Bobert Kimel, present ow miers [ohn and
Dravid Kimel, and thel%61 UVM term paper, A History of V-
miont Brosdcasting.” by Richard | Cooger.
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On December 10, 1930 Butland™s |

first radio station, (Vermont's second
commercial station) wenton the airat 7
pm. The political opportunities of ra-
dic were becoming recognized by
| Vermont politicians, and WSYB made
| an impressive initial broadcast. Gov.

| John E. Weeks wasthe featured speaker, |
| attorney  general-elect Lawrence C. |

| Jones was the master of cere-
i monies, and Butland Mayor
| Arthur W, Perkins headed the
| listof local officials whospoke

SVB

AM 1350

SULROS.

petition among local businesses as to
who was to be the “first” on the new
station. The Ross-Huntress Clothing Co,
had advertised its sponsorship 2? the
Marble City Quartet from 7:30 to & pm.
Mot to be outdone, the Robillard &
Westin Shoe Co. advertised its “Happy
Feet Program,” which was to air at 7:15

pm.

" THE GREAT

751

Weiss Music Co.

Seward sold out his interest in
WSy Bearly on and went intoconstruc
tion, doing mostly electrical and plumb-
ing work. Weiss had already brought |
in his brother Henry, who became in-
volved primarily in the engineering
duties. A few vyears later another

| brother, Jack, returned to Rutland from

a sales position in Pennsyl-
vania, to become the ac-
countant and manager. The

during the station’s first offi-
| cial broadcast.
' They were followed by a

=
VICTOR RECORD. Orthophonic Re

cording

broadcasting company be-
came known as the Weiss
Music Co, and remained so

: W o You will wans Do you know untié;dwﬂl All thﬂ:?;;
{ ot of loca » perform- iy e o el e £rs5 SO ik i
ing bothvocal and instrumen- et e . e and like small stations eve-
tal music. The station’s first Pt T rywhere, wore many hats.
announcer was Ray Purinton, e iy e Making a success of a
. T} Tl Satrem new business during the
| Seward & Weiss e e o Depression wasn't casy.
Like WQDM in St. Al- T Er Rose Weiss (widow of Jack] |
| bans, which had debuted P T =] recalls that in the early
almost exactly a year before, E::ET;"'— E_%_E_ﬂ;‘% years, the I:-mther_s receivied :
WSYE was started by the = SEIENTLSEE backing from IhELEap.arerEm [
owners of a music store. e — o i They took no salaries for
Henry Seward and FPhilip E'_'..‘..‘_.'E_"E -ui"?l_l-l_.—:h___ﬂg ;:}].Imm! E}P-E';il‘ﬁ. ]I'l."tﬂ.g]:-'il.lh
iss hoped i R ! eir parents on an allow-
local radibstation would . | == = = | fasowrome-anstine! | Zrmmm) | anceofS5aweekforspend: |
crease the sale of radios and =T e ing money. Rose, who of-
records at their store. This R tensangon WSYBsaid: “We

l was the Depression, and
radios {whichsold anywhere
fram 515 to $73) were consid-
ered luxury items.

WSYE was located in the
Seward & Weiss Music Store
at 33 Center Street with an

i aerial mast on the roaf of the
building. Henry "Dick™ Seward, Jr., a

| member of an old Rutland family, pro-
vided the technical know-how in build -
ing the station, as he did at the music
store. He had been building and re-
pairing radios since as early as 1919,
according to his brother, Jack Seward.
Henry, who loved anything technical
or mechanical, was alao an inventor.
He once sold his design for what was
something likeanearly jukebox to RCA
for $5,000,

| Philip Weiss was the saleman, and

| he wasted no time in sHrming up com-

12

VICTOR TALKING MACHINE COMPANY

Carmden, M£ [TEA

A recoerd jacket from the Seward & Welss Music Co, cieca 1925,

Actually, the distinction of being
first went to neither. In his zeal, Weiss
had sold so many spots that he had
promised the same time span o more
than one sponsor. So a hillbilly band,
sponsored by the New York Clothing

o. went on ahead of “Happy Feet™ —
and was the “first.”

Doris Geno, the sole performer on
the “Happy Feet Show,” was Vermont's
first jingle writer, She had written the
jingle for her ownshow, and wenton to
do several others. The cost: 55,

lived radio...for the first 12 |
years we didn’t go any-
where or do anything but
radio.” |
Thestationoutgrew its |
original Center St. location |
and miowed to West St then
to Washington 5t., and then
to Darr Dr. where it remains today. |
Thestation's call letters and sﬁ I
stood for “We Serve You Best.”
way Phil Weiss thought to do this was
through broadcasting local sporting |
events. Play-by-play coverage of the
Futland City Five semi-pro basketball
team began in the mid-"30s. Ken Cole-
mamn, one of WSYBE's most famous
alumni, announced the play-by-play of
the Rutland Royals, a Morthern Leagus
team im the late “30s, They also covered
high school and college gamesand tour-
naments.

Virrrmonn Associanbon of Sromdasen




Vermont Radio Inc.

After 40 years of Vermont broadcasting, Philip Weiss
sold the station in 1970 to Vermont Radio, Inc.(owned by
James Broadeasting Co. of Jamestown, NY), which owns
WVMT in Burlington. WRUT FM was added in 1974, and
RalphSmith, Howard Cameron (brother of George Cameron)
and L.]."Tiny" Hare (among others) each served as general
Manager al one Hme.

It was Tiny Hare, Ralph Smith and Ed Stone who origi-
nated the WSYB Christmas Fund in 1973, 5till going strong,
thi fund has raised over $60,000 a year in the past 2 years so
that neady local families can have a happier Christmas.

Recent Changes

Adfter 17 vears of ownership, Vermont Radio Inc. sold the
stations to All Communications of Vermont, Inc., owned by
Alan Roberts and Richard Vaughan in 1957, Vaughan be-
came station manager, The stations were sold again (pend-
i|'|:'.1 FCC ‘1'|;|'|_1,|'|,:-1,'.1|}|'||F: months later I:uH.!r!:'.' Drickstein and joel
Hartstone of H and D Broadeasting. O

Sources
Henry Weiss, Hose Wess, Jack Seveard, Minnie Lambaoy
[daughter of Henry Sewand), Lyle Rice, Vermont Flistori
cal Society, Rulard Herald artickes (daved 11/18/30,12S
23012000030, 1213/30,1 /28 /81, and 11,512 788), Lillie
Brown (MABL Ralph Smith, Geerge Cameron, Eric
Michaels, [ack Healy and Richard Vawghan,

KIMEL BROADCAST GROUF
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Harry Whitehill

The founder of WDEV was the St
Albans Bevenue Agent, and owner of
theWaterburry Record  and Sheee foiermal
falong with his in-laws, the Moody
family). When Harry Whitehill heard
the broadcasts of WQDM in St. Albans,
he became excited about the possibili-
the of this new medium, and decided
to start a radio station in Waterbury,
After all, he reasoned, “More pl,ﬁ;':plr
can hear than can read.”

50 he contacted Ed Regan, who
was the engineer of WQDM. Regan
built the transmitter im a small room of
the newspaper building at 9 Stowe St ,
and ram asi ni;h,- strand of wire bebween
o antennason l'lu.:-l:l:l.rl:n_-..l. l‘.-ln;:r:i;;lpﬂﬂ.

I the midst of the Great Eh'prl_-_:-
sion, Whitehill fearlessly launched his
new “boy” on July 16, 1931, He was the
salesman for the station, but never had
acar, 50 he wias driven all over the stabe
by his young protégé, Lloyd Squier.

Whitehill had a farm on Blush Hill,
which he thought would be a good
location for a radic tower. Unforiu-
nately he died in 1935, but his wife
carried out those plans and built a 435-
foot tower there, At the time it was the
tallest in Mew England

Waterbury

What had !!u_-!.;ul:l. is a4 " :_w had
become something quite Lluft'umﬁ by
the time of his death. Ken Squier feels
that Harry Whitehill clearly wanted to
make a real impact on his community
with his radiostation, and he succeeded;
for on his tombstone is a microphone
and “WDEV." O

“The Old Squier” 1901-1979

Born in Three Rivers, MA, Llowd
Squier came to Waterbury as a child
when his father became the station-
master there for the Central Vermont
Eailroad. His mother remained in
Waterbury after his father was killed in
Warld War I,

Adber 2 yiears ab Morwich Univer-
sity, Lloyd ‘went to work for Harry
Whitehill at the Wate rinery Fecord. A
close relationship developed between
the fatherless boy and the childless
Whitehill

When Whatehall launehed WDEV
54!!!i.1_'r“‘..1h|‘|:|{' whaton’ s first announcer,
copvwriter, and engineer. Heovercame
his stutter and became a consummabe
announcer, but gave uponengineering
after he flunked the test bwice. He was
just koo busy programming the station
to study,

I 1934, he married Guila BEowell,
whom he met when she came to sing at
the station. Squier once joked: "She

always said | marmied her to get her off
the air”

After Whitehill died in 1935, Squier
and a partner, William Ricker, acquired
WDEY. Squier was the morning an-
nouncer and liked to hang a micro-
phone outside to capture the sounds of
nature, Onee the mike picked up a
farmer with his team of horses coming
up the road, and “Giddup, you sons
of " was broadceast loud and clear.
Another tirme, a man walked right into
the dangling mike, and listeners heard
aloud “thunk” followed by some very
coderful language,

After \Ll.l:ll-l._'ril'lj.; a magsive heart
attack around 1950, Squier scaled back

A WDEY. He remained involved at the
station in a non-stressful way when he
began reading his own poetry on a
show called "The Old Squier.”™ O

William Ricker

A St Johnsbury native, William
Ricker was Llovd Squier’s partner., They
.au.qunmd WDEVW after Whitehill's death
in 1935, and bowght WODM in 51
Albansin 1941, changing the call letters
o WIWsE,

They made quite a team, with
ﬁt:uiq:r d-:1i.r'|!.; thi |:ln|;.;r.,11:|1|:|1i11g and
.'|||:'|.r'|-::l|.t|:'|-:"i:|:'|._!.;_. aid Ricker c!::-inp, .-\..'|.||.~:a..
Like salesmeneverywhere, Ricker liked

Vermoml Asiocimtion of Frondcasiens




to drivis YEry fast, and is said to have
WOTn aut 3 Car i VEar,

The story goes that after the hurri-
caneof 1938 left their newly constructed
studio and tower on Blush Hill a
shambles, the o wenlt out B acoess
the damage. They stood there in the
field, with debris scattered all the way
to the golf course, staring at the nearly
4-foot gashes in the earth made when
their tower had come crashing down,
They had no insurance to cover their
losses while they were off the air, and a
new tower and studio would have tobe
built. It all started to sink in to Squier,
who was almaost beside himself. “This
is bermible, just berrible!” hecommented
in shock, "Yup, and it blew my back
porch off too,” Ricker replied.

Ricker loved horses and was an
jn;'vl;l,l:rnp|:i:|h|,hd {qlm-s.lrian. When World
War 1l broke out, he volunteered to
serve in the cavalry. He became in-
volved in intelligence work when the
cavalry was phased out and mecha-
nized. Tragically, he was wounded by
agrenade during the Battle of the Bulge
and died in a German prison in 1943, O

“Rusty” Parker 1927-1982

All Craig Sherman Parker ever
wanted o do was o work at WDEY.

As a high school boy he used to ride his
bike up Blush Hill each afternoon after
schiool to “hang around.” He was only
16 when he started working part-time
there in 1943, His parents had planned
to send him to Columbia, but he only

lasted one semester, Afteraconference
with his father and Lloyd Squier, he left
Codumbiaand came to WDEY full time,

Rusty devoted his whole life to the
stationand hiscommunity. Heworked
long hoursas acopywriter, newscaster,

Vi P T #ULS

and announcer; eventually becoming
station manager and part-owner. He
was also a Selectman, a Rotarian, and
active i church activities, He mewver
married.

Known by his trademark crewcut
and high-pitched voice, he is pictured
here doing “Scraping the Toast,” the
Tip Top Program.

Rusty could move with ease from
hosting live “Hillbilly"” bands (like Don
Fields and the Pony Boys, Texas Slim
and the Northern Ridge Runners and
Dusty Miller} to doing agricultural
shows and newscasts,

[t was duringa newscast that Busty
Parker passed away in 1982, As Ken
Squier remembers: “He was reading
the & o'clock news and he just keeled
over and went away.” Waterbury
named a park after him, in honor of his
years of selfless service to the comrmu-
niky,

He was president of the VAB from
1961-1963. O

Ken Squier

Practically raised at the station,
Lloyd Squier's son, Ken, began his ra-
dio career at the age of 1 performing
children's parts in live dramas at
WDEV. He once accidently knocked
the station off the air at the age of 3
while playing with some “buttons.”
His first official job at WDEY was to
take the stamps off envelopes for recy-
cling during World War 1L

Ken traveled with his father when
he would broadcast from the various
County Fairs. Harness racing was big
in Yermont in the 308, and after World
War Il stock car racing became popu-
lar. Ken was especially fascinated by
the stunt men.

He began stock car announcing at
theageof 14. He isso good at it that the
walls of his office at WDEV arecovered
with awards and honorz, such as an
Crherall Broadeast Award (Motor Rac-
ing Netwaork) from the Eastern Motor
Sport Press Association (1972), a Henry
T. Mc Lemore Motorsport Press Award
{19751, and an EMPA Art Peck Award
(197R).

He did announcing at Daytona
Raceway in the 60s, and has been a
CHBSsportscaster for 15 vears. Heisalso
the owner of Thunder Eoad in Barre,

Ken is proud of WDEV's commit-
ment o sports coverage. WDEV began
high school basketball play-by-play in
1937, using a technigque called “tele-
graphicre-creations.” In the 50s, WDEV
broke mew ground in winter sports
coverage with live broadcasts of Ma-
tional and World Championships from
Mt Mansfield and Stowe, O

WDEV
Hall of Fame

Harold Grout
Folksy host of “The Trading
Post” since 1946
Also a longtime staple of
the sales foroe

Ted Powers
Already a succeesful network
radio actor, he came to WDEY

in 1949 and “learned
my trade there”
Left WDEV in 1956 and spent
23 years at WDB]-TV in
Eoanoke, VA

Sources

Een Squier (ownerl, Harold Grout
(longtime employes), Hester Fuller
(former employec), general manager
Eric Michaels, Elrn'l'u_:;m.u Free Press
article of 1225777 by Maggie Maui-
rin:.;-,fmnda_'_.'Jfrm].-l'..md&iu:ud..'l:l.' Times
A Pl articheof 10724 ."T-'f!-b_g.- Amanda
Sesscll, Lillie Brown (NAB), WDEY s
Sith Anniversary Tape, Vermon! Life
article Spring 1978 by Tari Swenson
Cuarhis, Reamoke Thitesmd World News
article of 3729 /84 by Jeff Debell. O




IT'S OMHLY F-'G{E:N HirLL

Like Harry Whitehill in Waterbury
(WDEV) and Col. Jackson in Burling-
ton (WCAX), Burlinglon Free Press
Publisher David W. Howe was a news-
paperman intrigued with the commaer-
cial possiblilities of radio. He first
considered starting WIOY in the early
1541,
wias a government freeze on the licens-
ing of radio stations.

The waiting was owver
onSeptember 14, 1946 when
WIOY went on the air. It
was Burlington's second
radio statbon. The studio,
office and tranamitter were
located at 633 Main St
broadcasting almest 7 hours
a day at 250 watts.

It was an ABC affiliate,
I'l,'.lul:l;lrinh7 the likes of Bing
Crosby, Harry Moergan, and
Paul Whiteman. ABC wasa
mew network to Vermont at
the time with "new”™ ideas
such as that of “block pro-
gramming,” which meant
]ﬁﬂmdﬂuﬁting 2 ar 3 hoursof
shows of all the same genre:
all mystery, all soap operas, all music,
all mm-.ﬂrl'. ete.

Additional national news was
provided by the Associated Press, and
local news by the Free Press, In fact, Froe
Press City Editor Bob Beaupre and his
reparters delivered local newseasts on
WIOY 4 times a day via a phone line to
the newspaper. Obvipusly, those were
the days before it was against the law o
own a newspaper and a radio or TV
station in the same city.

Original Staff

WION s first manager was Alfred
Edward Spokes, whe also hosted
“Reports on Er]:rmtl-" every day at &:15
pm. Raised in Freeport Long 1sland, he
graduated from Syracuse University in
1940, and worked at WITHN in
Jamestown, MY as promotions man-
ager, sports director, and in 1943 as
assistant manager. Spokes had always
dreamed of living in New England, so

Iix

Haowewer, with a war on there

3
\
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.

Lefuorer righe: Frank Balch, NY Yankees anounces

Burlington

the managershipof WJOY was just what
b weas EI,H;,:-IEIIHE for. Hie weas the second
President of the VAR from 1955-56.

Cher original staff members in-
cluded Val Carter as production man-
ager and morning man, Roger Laroche
as tramsmitber engineer and console
operator, and John C. Cuill as chief
CREINGET,

Mel Abem aoed Al Spokes | lete 40

WJOY Sports

WIOY's devotion to sports is ex-
emplified by the parade of talented
sportscasters who cut their teeth at
'r"u'_lﬂ"q". T]u,';'vl,-"a._lq_-l:l'- Tawiat with the Bos-
toi Caltics, Bob Lobel of WBZE-TV in
Boston, major league sportscaster Jim
Donovan in Cleveland and Paul
Chapman in Detrait.

Another sportscaster who didnt
do too badly was Frank Balch. In 1951
he competed for a sportscasting open-
ing at WCAX with Tony Adams.
Adams got the job and is mow WCAX-
TV Sports Director. However, it turned
out to be gm:rcl tor Balch also, who
walked up the hill g WIOY and got the
job there. In addition to play-by-play,
he did sales and announcing, became
assistant manager in 1954 and general
manager in 1956.

GREEN MOUNTAINS

“w.u:lv:
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Vermont's First FM

WIOY-FM, Vermont's first FMd,
went on the airin 1962, It played clas-
sical music, which was thowght to be
the perfect thing for FM's increased
fidelity. Mews and public affairs wene
simulcast with WIOY. Says Balch: “1f1
had a choice between being lucky and
being smart, I'd rather be lucky... and
having the first FM in the state
was lucky.”

Although inthe beginning,
it may not have seemed very
smart, The new F slruhgled
at first, because few people
owned Fi receivers, and clas-
sical rnusic ved to have a
VETY Eimil:.ﬁurli.-l:nn: atb the
time, In 1972 Balch changed the
FMA call letbers bo WOCR on ik
tenth birthday. The letters
stand for "Cueen City Radio.”
He also changed the format,
and the virtues of having an
A | AM/FM "combo” began to

biecome evident,

Adter the death of BMr. Howein

1969, Balch became president
of Vermont Broadecasting Corp. (which
owned the stations). He purchased the
stock necessary to gain control of the
corporation and became owner of the
twostationsin 1971, Cwverthe vears, the
atattons have moved Bwice, switched b
the CBS neltwork (in 197, and in-
creased power to 100,000 watls, Cur-
rently located on Joy Dr. {since 1963},
they Thave been owned by Hall Com-
munications, Inc.and managed by Paul
Battaini singe 1983, O

Sources

Frank Balch., ¥Win IFAcuh, Dennis
Eu'l.}'dl,'-r.".-'f-m'ul_mt Shate Historical 5o
riﬂ_'!.'_.l.'ill:il.- Browwn (N AB), “A Eli.-blur:.-'
of Vermont Broadeasting,™ by Rich-
ard |. Cooper. Buringlon Free Press
clippings (Aprll 7, 1971, and Dec. 14,
1975} . “Radio Favorites"column by
Catherine W, Coppinger, in Panarama
Tn.'l._E..'l:.-:im'. Do, 14, 1946 and a 1946
WY promotional booklet.
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Profile: Frank Balch

A native of Lynn
MA, Frank Balch was a
radip man in the Mavy
during World War [L
After the service, he
graduated from Massa-
chusetts Radio amd Te-
legraphy trade school in
Boston, and passed the
exam for his First Class
license from the FOCC.

Through the school’s
placement service, he
heard abouta position as
a transmitter engineer in
Vermont. A 22-vear-old
city kid who had newver
been exposed o a rural environment,
he was im for quite & shock. At5am in
March of 8 during mud season, he
stepped off the train in Waterbury and
looked around.

Balch recalls: *1 thought to myvself,
“This is not for me,” and would have
gotton Back on the train and went back
home, but it was already moving too
fash.

For the sum of 540 a week (for 50
hours work), Balch worked for Llovd
Squier both at WWSR in 5t. Albans and
WDEY. He was soon doing announc-
ing, sales and sportscasting as well as
engineering. Helearned a lot from "the
Old Squier™ as well as from Rusty
Parker.

Balch was to have his turmas teacher
of young broadcasters ower his 35 vears

i [ = :?._1.'.__';

at WJOY, Mark Brady
(who later owned
WEAD), and Charlie
Kail (Eail Communica-
tions) are just a few of
those who worked for
him early in their ca-
TEeers.

Balch has seen a lot of
changes in those 35
vears. In 1951 when he
first came to W]OY,
there was mo [BM, no
Church 5t. Marketplace
and no Medical Center.
LA wweas half thie size it
is now and there were
farms asclose todowntown Burlington
as the site of the present Sheraton.

Broadcasting was different then
too. There were only 2 radio stations in
towen, and no TV, In fact, there were
only 7 radio stations in the whole state.
As Balch recalls, radio tried to be all
things to all people then. The networks
carried spaps, game shows, comedies
and dramas, women's Pprograms,
sports, and news the way TV o s Moy,
Eadio stars were much more important
than they are now. Music was only
played in 15-minute blocks. In those
days, the networks paid the stations to
carry sports events; now its the other
way arouncd. .

Tosay that Balch has had an active
public life would bean understatement.
His broadcast activities include: VAR

From Frank Balch™s private collection an smographed photo of Lowell Thamas (3
Ll is tlven Governor, Phillip Hoff; right is Halch and WIOY founder David Howe

Vasicesr Frove T Hills

President (1957-38); MAB Board of
Dvirectors member {representing the
Mortheast); a Director of the Assoct-
ated Press Badio & TV Advisory Board
and one of the first two broadeasters
(AP was heavily print oriented) toserve
on the Corporate Board,

His community achievments in-
clude leadership positions in: Rotary,
March of Dimes, Community Chest
(United Way), the Burlington Planning
Commission and Urban Eenewal
Agency, Jayoees, Yermont Highway
Board and seats on the UV and
Medical Center Board of Trustees, O

MERRYECHRISTMAS

WO s Christmas cand in the e 1950

WJOY Notables

Vin D’Acuti
Joined sales staff in"58, was
sales manager for most of
his 25 years at WJOY and
manager before he retired
in 1983. He was VAB
president from 1965-67,

Dennis Snyder
WIOY"s engineer for the
past 20 years has served on
the VAB Board for 8 years.

Jeff Wilson (a.k.a. Will Jeffries)
After leaving WJOY, he
went on to do network TV
commercialssuchas Topol,
Allstate and Sears, and
appeared on The Young and
the Restless,




Carl R, Taylor and Bernard M.
Jacobsen put WEKI on the air on Pearl
Harbor Day, December 7, 1947, They
both came from politically prominent
families. Jacobsen was station man-
ager amd his wife Lorelle was book-
keeper.

Current morning man Bob Bannon
was the station’s first Program Direc-
tor. He made his Vermont debut the
first day WSKI went on the air when he
interviewed Taylor and Jacobsen, in-
troducing them and the
new stabion to the com-
umiky.

Bannon had been
working at WCOT in Bos-
ton when his engineer
iriend Jim McKernan told
him about this mew sta-
tionm in Montpelier. Ban-
non brought with him Sir
Cedric Marblehead, achil-
dren’s storyteller charac-
ter he had invented while
at WESX in Salem, MA.
Sir Cedric is only one of
Bannon's repétoire of
character voices. There's
also Col, George 5. Smed-
ley, the Colonel's lady
friend Hattie Macombser,
theColonel's friend, Sher-
iff Bull Maloney, and
Harry Fidley, assistant !
scraper at the Montpelier sewer plant.

Bannon is quite a character him-
self, with strong views on politics and
just about everything else. He plays

WSK

WSKI Highlights

Oldest radio station
in Montpelier and Barre
(since 1947)

Longest employee tenure:
Bob Bannon, 42 years, and has
been morning man
for 33 years
Broadcasts from 2 locations:
48 State St. in Montpelier
and 187 North Main 5t
in Barre

AM STEREO 124
Montpelier

whatever he wants during his moming
show, from Kate Smith to Frank Si-
natra, Luciano Mavarotti to Johnny
Cash. Switching from one character
vaice o another, he carries on whole
conversations, He will do a live com-
mercial ar the station [0 as the Colo-
nel or Hattie if the mood strikes him.
After 42 years Bannon has become
a legend in his own time in Montpelier.
He has no plans to retireor to leave. It's
that personal, local flavor of Vermont

Heodhr Banmaon chads with H&EH Moooe's Howard Dindo abont the “mnew
148 Adrflyie Nash,

life that keeps him here. People stop
him on the street to comment on his
show that morning, and they call in
and write, “There’s a wonderful op-
portunity for osmosis with your audi-
ence, and it's fun being a big fish in a
small pond,” says Bannon.

Part of the “fun” is the practical
jokes, a kind of “trial by fire” for some
voung broadcasters, Bannon recalls one
night back in the early days when
WSKI newsman Bill Burton tha:ru!:;ht he
was delivering a live news commen-
tary. Actually,a taped program was on
the air, Bannon and a fellow conspira-
tor began a loud argument, complete
with cursing and scuffling. Getting
lowder and more abusive, they moved
down the hall right into the studio
where Burton was valiantly trying to

complete his newscast. Burton kept
right on with his story for quite awhils
before his frustration got the better of
himy. Then it wis his turn to do a litle
velling and screaming. Of course, nons
of this was actually broadcast, and
Burton continuwed in his media career,
undaunted.

WSKI had a number of live, lo
cally- produced shows in theearly days
Thursday nights included a detective
series, written by Bannon, One nightin
1949, the surprise solution
to the latest of Detective
Phillip Thursday's cases
was supposed to be e
vealed. The problem was,
at showtime, Bannon
hadn't Bgured out what i
was yvet! So there he was,
furiously typing the script
as the show was in prog
ress, just harely managing
b hand the nervous cast
the final page with the so-
lution at the last minate,

WEKlalso put on very
successful  vaudeville
shows in the early davs,
using local talent. Thm.
were broadcast live from
the theater, with Bannos
as Master of Ceremaonis,

Although the days of
this kind of live, locally.
produced entertainment programs ane
over, WSKI does remain steadfasily
dedicated to local news. “If we dosii
cover local mews, there is no reason fir
our existence,” says owner/manager
Dan Ruggles. Being located in thestab's
capitol, there is plenty of news to cover,
and WSKI cooperates with three other
area stations on political coverage. O

Sources

1961 UVM term paper, “A History of
Vermont Broadeasting,” by Richard |
Cooper, Lillie Brovwn of the NAB, sta
tion owner Dan Ruggles, maorning
mamn Bob Bannon, 1948 WSKI bookle
“Cinee Year Behind the b ke—the WSK]
Story.”
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Profile:

Daniel Ruggles

In spite of his
now more than 31
vears im Vermdont
broadcasting, Dan
Ruggles got into
s |.|1:|:I!|.' 11_',.' F T I
dent. His father
wastheadvertising
director of the Bos-
for Herald Traveler,
and  young Dam
Fuggles’ initial am-
bition was to be a
NEWSPAPEr  Mar.
When he got out of
the ser vice, he
:iF‘:-{'uI'-h:-rE-yq'.irs:in
newspaper adver-
tising in Boston.

Then he hap-
pened into a sales position at WOCM in MA. After 8 years he
had worked his way up to Commercial Manager when fate
stepped in. [t seems the station owner had a son who was
about to graduate from college, and right into Ruggles” job.
Reading the “hand weriting on the wall,™ he hit upon an idea
that would provide the b security and independence he
Wil lLH.!-.lli.i.l‘li; for — he weould ]_'u,::l.-' his own radio station,

Blor all e needad was a skabion bo ]"i.l:l.'. He swanted bo
remain in Mew England, but get out of Massachusetts, He
was looking for a more relaxed life style, for quality, not
quantity. He had attended the Vermont Academy in Saxon’s
Eiver and Dartmouth College in Hanover, MNH and had
always liked the area. 5o he and his wife drew a 150 mile
circle around his wife's summer home in Wolfeboro, NH and
starbed their search

They drove up to look at W5SKI on a sunny day in
August. They made the trip in a convertible with the top
down, That did it The mural Vermont countryside was
irresistable. His wife furmed bo hom and sand, “TF thes 1% the
way it ig, lel's |:'|1:|:|.- the gtation I!::l»'.l.'l.:."!"

When Dan Ruggles bought WSKT in 1958, the station had
already gone through two changes in ownership.  Paul
Perreault (Montpelier-Barre Broadeasting Co.) had bought it
from Taylor/Jacobsen in 1935, and then sold it to Ellis E.
Erdmamn (Careen Mt Broadeasting Co., Inc.) in 1957,

Fuggles brought stability to the station, and has become
& mainstay in the community, He servied on the Public
Service Board for & years, was elected to the State Senate for
B years, and ran (unsuccessfully) for Lt Governor, He served
as VAR President from 1963-1965, and was chosen “Broad-
caster of the Year™ by the VAB in 1988, O

Videass Frome The WY

The
Gateway
to Vermont

AM 1490
2.7 FM

Serving the Brattieboro Area Since 1959

Congratulations VAB
On Your 35th Anniversary!
from the
National Association of Broadcasters

David Parnigoni
ar. Yice President

Ciary Girard
NAR Regional

MNABE Radio Manager
COrwener 1965-1978 Mortheast Region
WEVT, Eanleboro 1986-Present
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Futland’s second radio station,
WHWE debuted on June 1,1949, Col.
Flerhiert W'len,aWashiIlg,tun consult-
ing engineer who handled WSYB, had
liked the Butlamd area. He and his
pariners, Robert Harris and Charles
Bates matched the call letters to their
initials: Harrs, Wilson, and Bates.

Wilsonalsobought the old Johnson
Castle on the W. Proctor Bd.. now
known as Wilson's Castle. He remiod-
eled an old brick horse stable across the
street from the castle into the studios
for the station. WEHWB s still located
there today.

When Frank MeCormack came to
WHWE in 1952, Wilson was out of the
pi-:-lun:,nnd tha station was being run
by Babes and his wife Venna. Fresh out
of the service, McCormack had come to
Futland tovisit hissister. e had been
involved with college radio, and began
his 32-year career at WHWE as an an-
nouncer. He tried his hand at copy-

“Wake up, Vermont!”
Vermont's newest
radio program.

Think of it a

radio with a Reason.

I you're tired of fasdio progeams that sound
the sammee, here's gooxd news, Weekday mormings

from & until 9, there's Wake Dp Vermoni?

Al e ususk] Changs yous expsect freun
wiorer mormdng radio, plus sensibde,
sensitive lwmor, occasional
commmeniy, and |'H.'-l'il-l:|'H -_i. i
wear meighbaoes, your friends,
of gven you!
Tuwme AM 550
Yoo Pliviis:
Michac] Carey
Brian Harwodod

T T e ST

o .S‘m:'mu jm
1 a balf~century,

Rutland

writing, and then added selling to his
skills.
In 1955 the sta-

owned and operated a number of small
local publications including the Mt
Enow Valley  Neres,

tiom was purchased
by Central Verment
Broadcasting. Inc.,
which was owned
by two brothers,
(both lawyers) John
J. Carusone of Sara-
toga, NY and Louis
M., Carusone of
Glens Falls. They
brought in Jack
Bennett to manage
the station, MeCor-
mack became man-
ager in 1958 when
Bennett left, and
became a minority
stockholder shortly
thereafter. He serv-
ed as VAB President

the Modiritaee Tires
in Ki]]:inﬂh,m, tha
Fair Hawen Caazelte,
the Pondtrey fmirnad,
and 5ki Kacing In-
ternalbiomil in
Poulimey.

Under Pick-
ett’s leadership,
WHWE switched
froan 1000 AM on
the dial to 970 AM.
This provided for
additional hours of
broadcast  and
higher levelsof pre-
sunrise and post-
sunset power, On
April 2, 1987 the for-
mat changed from

Bl Pickein
from 19671969, adult contempo-
McCormack | rary bo country,
persuaded the broth- Woat recent innovationsinclude the
grs that FM was a | additionof WELZ-FM, known as “KI55
great idea and | %4.5.” on October 31, 1988, and the

WHWEB-FM went on
the air om March 25,
1971, MeCormack re-
taresd in 1984 wihen the
stations were bought
by Media Concepis
Ine. (Jack Long).

In October of

1% that year, Media
. Concepts sold
WHWE (AM) to Con

Brio Broadcasting,
Inc., owned by Ed-
ward Pickett, the
present owner and
general manager,
Born and
raised in Maryland,
Pickett is a longtime
newspaper  pub-
lisher. He started asa
cub reporter at the
ageof 18 for the Belf-
sk Sir. I 1960 he
became the 'K Liree-
tar for Mt Snow in
Wilmington, VT, He

publication of a monthly newsletter for
both WHWE and KISS in February of
1989,

Hall of Fame

Dian Batlen
Left WHWE in 1952 to go o
WEZ in Boston
Bob Hager
Went on to becomie an NEBC
overseas correspondent
George Cameron
His first job was as a sportscaster at
WHWE; later became manager of
WVMT, Hiz son Mike Cameron is
currently station manager.

Sources
Frank McCormack, Shery] Cizmadia,
Lillie Brown (M AB), “A History of Ver-
mont Broadcasting,”™ by Richi |'r|.'| o
per, Bietland Merald article of 1/28/81
by Kendall Wild.
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HAPPY
39 BIRTHDAY
TO BOTH OF US!

FIHST ANTENMNA 1954

WCAX-TV went on the air on September 7, 1954. It's
been a great 35 yvears for us and for Vermont broadcasting.
S0, here’s a Happy Birthday salute to both of us.

And many happy returns.

WCAX TV,




WSTJ 35°

WTWMN was the first of 3 Vermont
stations founded by E. Dean Finney
(the first president of the VAB from
1954-35) and [ames McKerman, bath
former employees at WSKI.
Since they had little money
af their own, these enterpris-
img men came up with a
unique way to finance their
stations. First, they organ-
ized a corporation (in this
case Twin State Broadcast-
ers, Ine. ). Then they sold stock
tolocal Buasinesses 'I'h‘11g..1'.'e
them the benefit of having
advertisers who had a rea-
son towant the station ko suc-

ceed

WTWM weas lovated on

Concord

Johnsbury and had a branch
office on Main 5%, in Little-
tom, MH. It went on the air
on July 10, 19489,

Mc Eernan was an engi-
neer, and Finney became

Mmanager.

GL"DTED Feterson from WSK]
with them to do sports and a
children'sshow. Man tpelicr native Ken
Greene, fresh ol of high :ﬁ:h[u::l_,gm his
first jobyim radio at WTWMN as a copy-

Originally WTWN

Ave, an 5t

1

They brought

calls.

laryngitis one day.

@mm FM

St. Johnsbury

Even though he

was petrified and had no previous train-
ing, he found he liked announcing.
“There"s enough ham in me that | have-

Lt B Bed Reed, Gay Aastin, Dave Mohr, Ken Mudgen, Jerry Johnson.
Scated, George Petersoq, Don Thurston and Jim Plam - 1949,

n't been off the air since.” Thurston re-

"Mesquite™ Jerry Johnson was

- writer. Don Thurston also got his irst
 radio job there at the age of 19, Origi-
| nally hired as an engineer, he became a
“combo man” when the Saturday
morning announcer showed up with

WTWN's Chief Engineer and hosted a
country western showe called “Western
Jamboree™ from 1951-53. He was fa-
mous for his opening vocalization: a
cross between a yodel and a howl with

gheu Fei

WTWHN Progrom Highlights
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his theme song, "Drag-
gin® the Stesl” in the
background.
ot. Johnsbury native
Dron Mullally has been
at the station {off and
onffor over 30 years,
and has been morning
man for about 25 of
those years.

Like all of the Morth-
cast Kingdom, 5t.
ft:-hnahur_v was {and
stillis)very rural. Farm
news and county fairs
were always a big part
of WTWN's program-
ming. [hurston recalls
interviewsabout life on

105.5

the farm done out in the feld 5, pastures
and barns as farmers did their chores.
Programming bo a community that gets
up and goes to bed earlier than most
people do means that the
timing of shows has to be
adjusted. Mationwide, thewee
hours of the moming has a
low listenership. Not so in
rural Vermont where milking
:Lnd chires bEH:iI'I ||:1|:'|.H bq_'!'un:
daylight.

Finneysold thestation
n 1979 to Mortheast Kingdom
Broadcasting, Inc., owned by
Brent Lamber! and Erie
Johnson, and the call letters
were changed to WST].
WHMEY- FM went on the air
an August 1, 1955,

The stations are man-
aged by 5t Johnsbury native
Doug Drown., He started
working part-time as a janitor
at WTWHN in 1957 while still
inhighschool. Afterhe gradu-
ated from St Johnsbury Acad-
emy m 1938, he became
WTWN"s eviening announcer.
He began doing play-by-play of local
games (which he still does) in 1960
Ume of the oldest high school rivalries
in the stateis that
of Lyndon Insti-
fute wersus 5t
lohnsbury
Academy.

Before  he
knew it, he was
the program di-
rector and be-
came the man-
ager of WTWHN
in 1978. He
remained man-
ager after the station changed hands
and call letters the following year. O

E. Dean Finney

Sources
Don Thurston, Doug Dvown, E. Dean
Finney, Jerry Johnson, Lillie Brown
(MARDL “A History of Vermont Broad-
casting,” by Richard Cooper, and a
18539 WTWHN promotional booklet.
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Brattleboro's first radio station
wenton the air on Agril 19,1950, Itwas
owned by Granite State Broadcasting
Corporation. When Ed Ellis first came
ko WTSA as an annowcer in 1951, Phil-
lips ]. Terhune of Connecticut was

rral manager.
gm'"-[:'.llih, W hug:'n rorked at the station a
total of 27 vears {except for a 2-vear
stink at WNIX in Spm:hhﬂrj}' has fond
memories of mterviews he did back in
the 50 and |:..’|r'|].r ‘Als. Like the one
witha voung Senator named John Ken-
nisdy . O the one with a woman in the
aren who teained Bloodhounds., That
interview was aired on the NBC nel-
waork, as were a number of others he
did on WTSA.

Anotherearly WTSA staff member
is Clara Antonetti, who started in 1951,
Antonetti did a little of everything in-
cluding typing logs, copywriling and
hosting 3 different programs. She did a
1/2 hour woman's show, a 1,2 hour
children’s programcalled "Party Time,”
and co-hosted a 1/2 hour interview
program {with announcer/engineer/
salesman Ed Somes) called “On the
Town.™

1450 « AM

TSA

96.7 «* FM

Brattleboro

Ed Soqmes and Clars Anbooct] af il opening

of the Grand Undon, Brambcharo - mid, $0s
In 1953, Tri-State Area Broadeast-

ing Corp. bought the station and then
it to Brattlchoro Broadeasting Corp.

| (Ralph C. Gould, Pres.) in 1963,

In 1967, John Healy’s Southern
Vermont Broadcasters, Ine, gained con-
trod of the station. Healy and his wife
Bette operated WTSA until 1986, They
put WTSA FM on the air on Decemiber
15, 1985,

The station is currently owned by
Tri-State Broadcasters, Inc. Uuhn
Kilduff), and managed by Larry Smith.
Owner Kilduff is the moming man,

Profile: John K. Healy

and manager Smith the morning news
announcer, They have worked together
as “Smith & Clark” (Kilduff is known
s _|'|_:-|'|:r| Clark o the air) for 17 VEATS,

Eilduff was a taxi driver in Boston.
Adfter he was held upat gunpoint twice,
he decided to change professions. He
attendded abroadeasting school and got
an announcing position at a station in
Beverly, MA. Hestarted calling around
looking for an opportunity in MNew
Hampshire or Vermont. He called Jack
Healy one day, who had him audition
on the air. He got the job.

Smith & Clark will call ;m}rwhcn:
in the world about anything. They
called a bar in England and interviewed
a talking parrot, who luckily cleaned
up his usually colorful language. Smith
recalls one of his favorite calls was foa
husband and wife team who were
mattress testers. Their phone calls are
notall funand games. They onoe raised
52500 in one morming to buy a motar-
ized wheelchair for a man unable to
acquire one any other way. Ewvery
Christmas they call anywhere in the
world to extend Holiday Greetings to
relatives and friends of listeners. O

Jack Healy was a dashing Mavy
Aviator during World War IL. In 15946
ke went to work at WCBM in Balti-
more, MDas a salesman. During his 20
vears there, he worked his way up to
Ceeneral bales Manager,

After 2 years of a 5 year contract
with Metro Media, who had purchasied
the station two years before, Healy
asked to be released from his contract
and started proceedings to buy WTSA
in 1967,

Healy made a fresh start at WTSA,
putting in new equipment, and hiring
new personnel. Bette Healy worked as
bookkeeper and  office manager.

“I weas usesd bo '_-'.l.'|.|i|'|g :iE'!u_'rlﬁ o
1000, and hire “'Il_'}' wenk for 52 or 83,
and they did a lot of trade deals. It was
quite a change from Baltimore, let me
tell yvou,” remembers Healy.

But Healy loved every minute of

Ve Froust The S0

his 20 years of station ownership at
WTSA, “Myonly regret isthat [ wasted
all those years at WCBM, At a small
stabon yiou learn o lot, ¥l gel infko
1:!..'|.'|'}'||.1i|1g: :g._ﬂl.:s.. |‘|'|._!|:|1rlgt."|'|'|&!|1|!_. A=
nouncing, engineering. [ never learned
a thing i Baltimore,”

At first the Healys lived only a mile
from the station, but found they were
constantly getting called ko come to the
atation for one reason or another.

One cold winter's might, Healy got
a phone call and found that he was the
only one who could get ko the station to
turn on the transmitler. Sothere he was
in the wee hours of the morning walk-
ing ko the station in subzero weather
over a narrow bridge.

It was snowing hard when two
cars suddenly appeared going in oppo-
sitedirectionson thubri-:'ggt. "I thought
| was going to have to jump into the

river there for a minute,” commented
Healy.

Murphy's Law was in full swing
that morning, The equipment wasslug-
gish and stubborn. Healy struggled on,
with loud mutterings and curses, Not
since his Navy days had he used such
colorful language.

Sometime later, morning man Larry
Smith arrived and said; * Get off the air
before we lose our license!” The mike
had been open the whole time. “Afber
that we moved to Walpole, NH and
Larry mever let me near the air booth
again!” chuckled Healy. O

Sources
John Healy, Laery Smith, Ed Ellis, Clara
Antonett, Lillie Brown (MABL
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The second station launched by E.
Dean Finney was WIKE, which debuted
on Octolber 12, 1952, Named in honor
afGeneral (later President) Eisenhower,
it was a PR man's dream come true in
1955 when a picture of “lke on Wike”
was taken by the United Press and was
widely circulated.

According to Don Thurston, here's
how it happened: Eisenhower was
making a tour through New England
and had stopped in Whitefield, NH.
The town had neglected to secure a
suitable PA system, so Thurston (who
was traveling with the entourage) of-
fered the use of the WIKE equipment.

Originally the Chief of Police was
going to hold the mike for Esenhower,
but the general took it himself. There
stood “Tke™ holding this microphone
with the large letters “WIKE” for the
world to see. Suddenly there was a
blinding explosion of flashbulbs and
“Ike on WIKE™ became a part of his-
tory.

Thurston, whe had worked for
Finney at WTWN in 5t Johnsbury,
managed WIKE from 1952 to 1960, and
wasastockholder, Ofhisdaysat WIKE,
Thurston commenbed that a local radio
station mirrors thecommunity itserves.
Newport, like 5t Johnsbury, is rural,
and the Noriheast Kingdom hasitsown
unique geography, history and people.

Profile: Don Thurston

Barn in Gloucester, MaA and raised
in Kennebunkport, ME, Don Thurston
was 19 years old and had just received
his FOC 15t class license in1949, He was
sitting in the Placement Odfice aof his
Boston trade school when the phone
rang. At the other end was E. Dean
Finney of 5t, Johnsbury, whowas in the
ocessof building a radiostation there,
and looking for an engineer.

Thurston became part of Finney's
tearm, who would found and operate
three Vermont stations, The bwo also
became good friends, and remain so to
this day. It was Finney and his wife
whointroduced Thurston to the VOLINE
lady who weould become his wife at the
first WTWN station Christmas party in
18449,

. Yermont

One way in which WIKE kept in

tune with its community was in ils
dedication to local sports. In the Ss
before regionalization, every town had
its own high school teams. The town
spirit rose or fell on the basis of the
fortunes of its basketball and football
teams, WIKE did play-by-play of some
60 highschool basketball games alone
pach seasnn.

When they put WIKE in Newport
o the airin October 1952, Thurston be-
came Chief Engineer, Program Direc-
tor, and Manager (how”s that for wear-
ing a lot of hats) at the age of 22

He became a stockholder and Vice
President of the North Country sta-
tioms until 1960, Because there were no
additional pwnership L'r'|.'l-'|.1{:il'tl.ll1'il'ir.‘1-,h1.‘
parted from Finney on good terms, and
formed Berkshire Broadcasting Co. in
Morth Adams, MA which operates 4
radio stations.

Thurston was present at the first
VAR meeting. He recalls that the moti-
vation for forming ourstate association
was the need for a peer group: to have
others with common professional in-
terests toshare ideas and common pmb-

WIKE always had a strong agricul-
tural orientation, both in regular pro-
grams and live broadcasts from fairs
and farm shows. Some of Thurston's
fondest memories are of these farm
shows, Like the Hme he won third
prize in a Cock Crowing Contest. He
nevercashed thes2 prize money check.
Or thespontaneous "MName the Puppy”
contest hedid one year, after he adopted
a pup at the show. “Dawn’s Lonesome
Agpie” was the winning name,

William Graham worked at WIEKE
from 1952 to 1930, He managed the
station from 1969 to 1980 and was presi-
dent of the VAB from 1975 10 1977, He
is now Director of Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations at the Community Na-
tiomal Bank in Derby, VT.

Irinnq'}f:mld both WIKE and WTWMN
to Mortheast Kingdom Broadcasting,
Ine., (Bremt W. Lambert and Erie H.
Johnson) in 1979, WIKE is currently
managed by Fred Gates, Gakes was an
announcer for WCFL in Chicago,
worked for CBS radio i the S0s, for
MNEBC radioin the carly ‘60s, and gotinto
sales and management in the mid “60s,
Fle managed stations in Virginia and
Indiana beforecoming to WIKE on May
10, 1988, O

lems (such as growing your own talent)
and to take collective action for the
commaon good.

Thurston 13 the only Vermonter to
have been Chairman of the Board of the
MAB, and received a Distinguished
Service Award from the MAB in 1981,
He weas the first individual licenses to
do s0; these awards usually went to
people like Bob Hope, Chet Brinkley,
the President of a network, ora Corpo-
rabe owner. wl

Sources
E. Dean Finney. Don Thurston, Fred
Gates, Lillle Brown (NAB), “A History
af Vermont Broadcasting,” by Richard
Looper.

Wimrmpean§ Assorditine of Braadoasiers



Bornin Argyle, NY and raised ona
farm in Ft. Edward, MY, James Gordon
Keywarth always knew he wanbed to
be in broadeasting. He got his first-
classlicense and worked as Chief Engi-
mmer at radio station WELL in Mew
Haven, CT while attending Mew Ha-
ven College.

He was also in the Naval Beserve
and was called uptoserve during World
War II. While stationed in California,
he met and married Belva Chase. After
the war, he worked for an engineering
firm in Washington, DC. What he re-
ally wanted, however, was his own
radio station

The Keyworths moved to Morth
Adams, MA where he put WMMB on
the air in 1947, He was a stockholder
and engineer for the station and Belva
was the mana and bookkeeper.

While at WMMB, Keyworth did the |

engineering for E. Dean Finney who
put WTWRHR, WIKE and WNIX on the
air. Hewas also a stockholder in those
stations for awhile.

O September 13,1953, Keyworth's
Catamaouwnt
WETN on the air. Benjamin A. Hubley

WBTN Notables

Benjamin Hubley
WBTM's first manager went
e WCSH in Portland, ME in 1958,
He became regional sales manager

of both that station and Ch & TV,

He 15 nows metired

David Aleorta
After getting his start as
a sports announcer at WEBTHN,
he went on to radio and TV
work in California, a stint
as sales manager for the

Indiana Pacers, and is now
with WHDH in Boston.,

Bob Harrington
This mative of Dorset, VT
was trained at the Leland
Powers Broadcasting School.
He has been doing news and
sales at WBTHN since 1958,

Viodews Froft Thee MUlls

Broadcasters, Inc. put |

Reelva Beywirth in 1967

was the station manager until 1938,
when he left to take a position in Port-
land, ME. Belva Kevworth expressed
an interest in WBTM, and became
manager/bookeeper at that time. |].
Gordon Keyworth served as VAB Presi-
dent from 1957 to 1958,

In 1960, the Kevworths divorced.
He went to a station in MNH and she re-
mained as mnmgerul"r‘n'ﬂ'l'."’-.l and major
stockholder of Catamount Broadcast-
ers, Inc,

Of those early years in the "50s
Belva Kevworth remembers: “Tt was a
challenge to sell against, or in conjunc-
tion with, an established newspaper. ..
people would say "We've already do-
nated to radio’... you had to educate
them about how radio could be used
for thesir benefit.”

Che of the most dramatic events in
the station’s history occurred in 1962,
A thunderstorm came up so quickly
that when lightning struck the tower, it
was not contained there, but came
through to the studio and “cooked the
console,” Fortunately, the announcer
was unhurt, but the station was off the
air for 5 days while a new console was
being air shipped from Quincy, IL.

1978 was an important year for
WETM. That was the vear Wi 1GC-FM
debuted. A second story and additional
space downstairs were added fo ac-
commodate the new FM. Mrs, Key-
worth selected “HGC™ for the FM call
letters im honor of her late father, Har-
vey Leorge Chase. J

Profile: Belva Keyworth

Belva Keyworth was working as a
civilian in the Mavy in her native Cali-
fornia when she mel and married ]
Gordon Keyworth. He was an engineer
and Lt. Commander in the Mavy at the
timne.

Convinced that the best opportu-
nities for new radio stations lay in the
East, they headed for Mew England
after the war. Belva worked at WhiMB
in Morth Adams, MA as bookkeeper
and office manager from 1947 to 1958,

She took over the management of
WEBTN when Ben Hubley left in 1958,
In 1960, the Kevworths divorced, He
went to Plymouth, NH and founded
WPMH, and she remained as station
manager and majority stockholder at
WEBTM. She is Yermont's first woman
station owner,

She gerved as VAR Vice-President
from 1976- 1978, and was elected tosarve
as President in 1978, However, she had
recently been granted an FM license,
and felt she could not properly get her
FM up and running and serve as presi-
dentatthe same time, She wasawardisd
a Dhastinguished Service Award by the
VABIn 1985 O

Sources
Belva Keyworth, Mellie Brown
(MAR, “A History of Vermont
Broadcasting,” by Richard Cooper,
amd |. Ceordon Kl_"}"l'-"i.‘ll'ﬂ'l..
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LWCF

Connecticut Valley Broadcasting, Inc. ( E. Dean Finney,
Pres.) put WNIX on the airon May 29, 1954. Since WNBX had
moved to Keene, NH in 1940, it had been 14 vears SInee
Springfield had its own radio station.

Finmey had named one of his other stations WIKE after
President Eisenhower, so it seemed appropriate to name this
ane after another popular Republican at the time, Richard
Nivon. Guy Austin was WNIX's first manager and Ken
Greene was program director from 1954 to 1935, Ken was
VAB President from 1985 to 1986.

Carlo Zezza bought the station and became general
manager on December 18, 1957, A year or two later, the
studio was moved from 106 Park St. to Craig Hill, right next
to the tower the call letters were changed to WCFR in 1958,

Which brings us to the WCFR antenna story, Vermont
broadcast antennas often lead dangerous lives, WQDM's
first antenna broke apart into 3 pieces during an ice storm.
WDEV's antenna was the victim of a hurricane, WCFR's
antenna story tells of how a farmer accidentally plowed up
the ground antenna system one year, and hm%ir, surprise)
knocked them off the air for awhile.

In 1970, WCFR-FM made its debut, Stereo was added in
1974, and the tower height was increased by 100 feet. The FM
call letters were changed to
WMES in October, 1967 and the
station 1% known as “KIS593.5."

In 1974, the stations were
bought by New England Broad-
cask Corp., whose parent com-
pany (Sconnix Group Broadcast-
ing, Inc.) also owned WCVR in
Randolph and a station in Laco-
nika, WH. Carlo'sson, Frank Zezza,
became a partner in the corpora-
tion. Four years later Zexza
bought the stations back and
became general manager.

Profile: Carlo Zezza

Because of concern over the actions of Mussolini, Carlo
Zezza immigrated to America from [taly prior to WWIL
Trained as a pilot and electrical engineeer, he worked in the
mvedia in NYC after the war, He worked at WOR, and for the
Bolting Co., which represented rural stations to ad agencies
in large cities. He sold the first million dollar contract for an
independent TV station while working for WFIX TV Ch-11.

When he announced his intention to buy a small radio
station in Vermont, Zezza’s NY boss was so sure that Carlo
would quickly tire of small town Vermont that he offered to
hold Zezza's job open for him for % months.

His boss was wrong. Carlo Zezza operated WCFR for 16
vears. He changed the station’s call letters to WCFR in 1958,
raised the power to 5000 watts in 1966, and added WCFRE FM
in 1970, He was President of the VAR from 1959-1961.

Vekcusr Frowm T Fialle

R/W\

In 1987 hesold the stations toCuality Communications,
Inc. (wholesale food distributer Wilson W. Wong and
Lawrence De Haan, who owns an advertising and market-
ing service). Frank Zezea conbinues as stalion manager.

Ower the years, WCFR has taken pride in its imaginative
promotions. [nthe 50s during a charity auction, a WCFKan-
nouncer pushed a record up Main 5t. with his nose. In honor
of Haley’s Comet, WCFR gave away a restored 1974 Comet,
hailed as “the Star Car.”

Most nntuwurth}r of all is the Vermont Apple Festival.
The product of a brainstorming session by WCFR program-
ming and sales, this was a promotion that grew beyond the
station. It helped establish Springfield asa place for tourists
to come for “a taste of old Vermont,” with crafts and apple
product displays, It is
now trademarked and
run by the Springficld
Chamber of Commenoe,

WCFR was the first
slation toreceive a VAR
“Ciation of the Year”
award in 1984, and was
honored again with that
same award in 1985. O

Sources
Frank Fezza (WCFR) Lillie
Brown N ABL, “A History of Ver-
mont Broadcasting,” by Richard
J. Cooper, E.Dean Finney
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and  brought
- thern all im with

When Val Carter came to Vermont
o work at WIOY he dreamied of start-
ing his own radio station. That dream
came true on April 19, 1934, when
Burlington's third radiostation, WDOT

went on the air.

Carter was a native of [thaca, NY,
an amateur bower in high school, and

attended Comnell and the
University of Pennsylvania,
He had worked as produc-
tion director of radio station
WAGE inSyracuse,and sung
major rodes ina Philadelphia
Opera Company while work-
ing as an accountant before
World War 1.

AT 5.|_-'r'|.':||.'|5;i:|'||!h-|;- .5;I:'r'|'|.'!."
Air Core, he came to Ver-
mont az production director,
announcer and host of the 8
am "Magic Eye” children's
alvone on WJ'L'J'T He played
the piang, sang, and had the
kids “march around the
breakiast table™ every morm-
ing.

Carter, Boger La Roche,
Vin I Acutiand several other
investors got thie new station
going at 109 So. Winooski
Avenue, One of the inves-

Burlington

ad-libhis way through that day, thanks
to Barry and O¥ Acuti. Carter retaliated
by setting Barry”s copy on fire and un-
dressing him while he was trying to do
a newscast,

WDOT got its call letters, not be-
cause of the popular record label at the
time, but in honor of Lil DY Acuti™s mom,

L ier K Panl Knkghi, Yal Carter, Vin IVAGal and Thas Beay - 1954

WDOT was picked at random from the
hat and that's how the station became
1400 om the DOT

In Cetober of 1950 WDOT  was
bought by Fortune and Anthony Pope
(WDOT Corporation] .

That winter, WDOT suffered !
smaoke and water damage from a 3-
alarm fire and left the air- |
waves dramatically aftter
an "on the spot™ report on
the fire itself. Announcer
Peter Cuibord was delive
ering a newscast whenhe |
told listenersthak the build-
ing was on fire. Police
Capt. George McKenzie
dashed into thestudioand |
advised him to leave. |
WDOT went off the a:ll.'l
seconds later when  the |
electricity to the building
was knocked out by the
water and flames.

"WDOT is going to
college” the station an-
nounced to promote its
new locatiom at 205 Col-
lege Street. Onthe ground
floor of abuilding intended
o b i reetanil stome, the con-
brol room wias now on ;hﬁ-

The Carters and the IFAcuti's were
sitting around the coffee table one
evening. They each thought of an idea
for the call letters, wrote it down and

bors, Moe Dhechaine, had a metal busi-
ness and another was a contractor. So
the tower was a homemade job, and
[ Acuti and announcer Jack Barry laid
the 5000 ft. of wire at the base of itL.

play behind a large plate glass win-

dow, They had a large sign that wasa |
replica of a DOT Record Company |
record that washooked up sothat when-

Carter had
worked with La
Roche, Barey
and Lillian
D¥&cuti (Vin's
wife) at WJOY,

. placed it into a hat. Lil's choice for

Profile: Vin D’Acuti

Although he was born in San Paulo, Brazil, D" Acuti’s family urip,iani in
Salerno Italy. They came to America in 1921, and D Acuti grew up in Brooklyn,
NY. He came to Vermont when he was stationed at Ft. Ethan Allen in 1941 with
the 187th Field Artillery.

ever the station played a record, this |
sign would spin
around also.

In February of
1964 the station
was bought by Bill
Humnter of Hunter
Broadcasting, Inc.
Humnter had beena

- him to WDOT. He married Lillian Langois of Burlington and has been a longtime and very Ch-22 TV news
They were active resident of South Burlington, After the war he was the branch manager announcer, Pend-

5 greatp-mnl:su:ni for the Sherwin-Williams Paint Co, for 5 vears, and  a real estate broker for 2 ing FCC :‘IPPTH'-'-._lL
in those days, vears after that. the station will
Carter showed " His broadcast career began when he became a salesman for WDXOT in 1954, change hands

up to do his
show ome morm-
ing to find his
piano, the staple
of his perform-
.\;nl.:l_‘.\,\ql,IJLI.':l,'l:l'Ithl."
lawn. He had to

in full. Here are just a few:

He became sales manager in Jung of 1955 and assistant manager in August of
that same vear. He left WDOT to begina 25-year career at WJOY in 1958, He
wirrved g% VAR Prosident from 1965 1o 1967

The list of ¥ Acuti’s communty service activities is too long to include here
Kiwanis Club, Burlington Boys Club, Lake
Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce, Burlington International Airport
Commissioner, S0. Burlington Selectman for 10 years, Lake Champlain Bridge

Commissioner, and Justice of the Peace.

aain this YEAr,
The new owner |
will be Atlantic |
Ventures of Ver-
mont L.F. (Eric
Sehultz, Pres.). O

Vermond Assocfaffonr of Broadcaciens



Jack Barry |

Jack Barry has been around, He's worked at
several radio and TV stations in Vermont as well as in
Mew York, Philadelphia, Trenton, Wilmington and
Des Moines. Barry knew Ed McMahan, Dick Clark,
Frankie Avalon and Emie Kovaks during his sojourmn
in the “big time.” Yet he came back to Burlington,
because he likes its unique mix of rural living and
urban sophistication.

A native of Waterbury, Barry’s first radio experi-
ence was on WDEV when he was in high school. After
SETV lﬂE in the Army L‘]u:r:nl.__' World War I, he returned
to Vermont and began his radio career at WJOY in
1948. He bounced back and forth between the Burling-
ton stations over the years, and has done public radio
and TV broadcasting as well.

Barry has seen a lot of changes over the years.
Those old 78 RPM records have given way to Ls and
compactdiscs. Wire recorders and electrical transcrip-
tions have gone the way of the dinosaur. Barry clings
to some of the old traditions however, such as deliver-
ing live unscripted commercials, and relying on his
straight forward personality and ability to ad-lib to get
him 1|'|:|"|::|llh"'|'| any situation.

E— —— E—
— —

Sources
Vin LY Acuti, Paula Dame, Jack Barry, Barbara Gardener, Lillie
Bronan (MABL “Radic Favorites™ profile of Yal Carter on Mo,
16, 1942, from Peraeramit magazine, Vol. 1, NOL 32, “A History
of Vermont Broadcasting,” by Richard Cooper, and a 1956
WDOT promotional booklet.
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Salutes
the Vermont Association of Broadcasters

on the occasion of their 35th anniversary as outstanding
contributors to the quality of life in Vermont.

Inight Quality Stations

WEZF FM — Burlington, VT« WGIR AM/FM — Manchester, NH « WHEB AM/FM — Portsmouth, NH
WSRS FM/WTAG AM — Worcester, MA = WSAR AM — Fall River, MA

TRUST NEW ENGLAND'S LEADING BROADCAST BROKERS and CONSULTANTS

APPRAISALS
BROKERAGE
CONSULTING

TRUST BOB KIMEL'S NEW ENGLAND MEDIA, INC.

102 Route 7, St. Albans, VT 05478 W 802-524-5963 W FAX 802-527-1450




WCAX

Like WVMT radio, WCAX-TV can
trace itsorigin to the UVM campusand
amateur radio station WCAX, which
became a commercial emdeavaor in 19351
By the tinve 1954 rolled around, WCAX
radio was owned by C.P. Hasbrook,
and Vermont was the only one of the
then 48 states that did not have a televi-
sion station.

Ths= L:-I‘i.l.:il'l..'ll call
WMVT, (for 1.‘-.1-:1:'|lp1.'-
lier, Viermonth because
the FOC allocation was
for Montpelier. Per-
TSSO Was gr._u':l:l.-ti
for a temporary studio
in Burlington and the
allocation was  later
changed permanently
to Burlingbon,

When those first
test patterns aired on
Seprtemiber 7, 1924 (o
rave reviews from
Vermonters), the stu-
dio was located in a
converted warchouse
on Barrett Street. Regu-
lar programming be-
gan on September 22.

letters were

The Men on

the Mountain

WCAX-TYV Chiei
Engineer Charles Liese
rimmembers the excite-
ment of building the
tower and transmitter on Yermont's
|'|'i;._:||1|.,'\|: mountain (ML Mansfield) in
1934, The first major problem was how
to et the 70-foot antenna up the nar-
row and winding road to the top. Itwas
cuk im half for the trip and then welded
back together,

The ||_~1'|:._:|i|1|;|_'r:. whio worked at the
transmitter lviesd a Life ke that of i
arcticexplorer or scientist. They gener-
ated their own power and heat with
diesel engines, and drilled 185 feet down
for water. They kept a e-month stock of
food in freesers and leamed to cook
and do their own housework, Liese
recalls that Mrs. Hasbrook prepared
the menus herself for the winter s stock
of tond.

Vodcrs Froms Thae M0

Burlington

Working in shifts, they were away
from homwe for bwo -'.L'Lf..'r'- at a lime and
snowshoed or skied to work (until the
adwvoent of anovwmobiles arownd 15964).

It 1z a different world up there,
beautiful but isolated, especially in
winter, Licse remwemebers that nature
seemed sharper and more intense:
bn‘._11|1h||ncn1;.; -31|.|r|.ri~u.|.'~\. and SUnsels:
crisp, clear starlight; awesome thunder

An carly news sct with leng standing WOAX news teamn members Stoart Hall, Mickey
Galkgher and Tony Adams, The weather easle and pointer have givem way 1 the
high-tech compunerized satclline: maps of I.'Ildd.}'.

and lightning, There was plenty of
wildlife to keep theengineers company:
moose, bear, wildeats, rabbits, weasels,
shrews, muskrats, and flying squirrels.

lce buildup was a continual prob-
lem, sometimes 5 feet thick or more.
Temperatures dropped to 35 below
zerg. Ome morning Liese awoke to find
that there was no signal because the
antennas were totally drifted in with
gmow. It took 10 minutes of frantic
shoveling to restore the signal

In 1964 power was increased to 11
kilowatts when a new transmitter was
inatalled. A new helical antenna re-
placed the original "batwing™ anbenna
as well. WCAX-TV still keeps a mam on
thi mountain at all times.

™5

“The Good Old Days of
Live TV"

":'1']_1ur|_:.' Director Turl:.' Adamas, whos
had al=o worked for WCAX radio, iz
one of the original staff at WCAX-TV.
Adams recently announced plans for
his retivement effective June 1,1989, “Tt's
been a rewarding 35 years. We've come
a long way, and | teel fortunate and
proud to have made a
smiall contribution,” said
Adams, He will continue
to be involved at WICAX,
doing “Across  the
Fence” amd WOLCAX
hockey broadcasts on a
free-lance basis. “I'm
notjust going to disap-
pear into the wood-
work,” joked Adams,

Adams has seen tele-
vision change from live
broadcasts with only 2
cameras and simple sets
to thecormplex high-tech
marvel it is koday. Inthe
early days, there was no
video tape or local film
for newsand sports. Eve-
rvthing was done live,
including the commer-
cials. Adams recalls one
evening when he had to
do a beer comimercial
durt ng asporiscast. That
micant he had o move
from the sports desk to
the livimg room st for the commercial.
The script required him to sit down,
open the bottle, pour the beer and de-
liver praises tor the pmdur;t.

Bust when he reached tor the opener,
it fell between the chair and the end
table. Suddenly a hand came up from
out of nowhere betswween the burmiture
and handed him the opener! O cam-
e, the floor man had stretched out on
the foor amd relrieved it, bt on cam-
era, all that was seen of him was his
hand., To make malters worse, as
Adams walked back to the sports desk,
he stepped on his mike cable, which
vanked the mike feom his throat!

. Publie Affares Dieector Ken Greene
remiembers other war stories about live

k]



television broadcasting on WCAX: like
the “easy starting” lawnmower that
refiised to start on camera, the tme
when the cake fell during Helen Work-
man's Mixing Bowl program, or the
time Stuart Martin finished his edito-
rial during a newscast and forgot the
newsdirector’s
mame o Lhe re-
CLe.

WCAX
Innovations
Weatherman
and V.P. of
Production
Stuart  Hall,
another r;:riH1-
nal WCAX-TV
stafl  member,
remembers thi
L"nl'l‘.- |_'|;|1,.-. as a lime of innovation, A
wide 'nlr'IE't'l.' of lpcal programs were
aired.  For the children, there was
cowboy entertainer Dusty Bovd and
his l.'_hui.'k'ul.;lgnl'l. Tales and Gee Whiz
Kids. Dusty was the first person to
appear on CH 3. For the teen audience,
M) ko b on Saturd; 1y :Ill:h]“ was bime for
Dance Date™ all l]\rl_mj__'h the 30s and
"Bls. Another popubar show was "Cart-
mell Crossword Quiz,” A brainchild of
the WCAX production staff, it was
considered by CBS at one time as a
Fﬁ‘.rﬁ.‘\.ibl{' nebwork show,

There was a local variety show
called “Around the Town,” which fea-
tured Kay Labelle’s Orchestra and the
singing of Jackic Howley and Stuart

WA founder (. P,
Hashrook

Acrass Tl Feace guests came bn through the news department at the old Bareent
Strect studlio - 19%4- 1954, The show still airs today, Hyve ag 12000 Monday - Friday.

Hall. Yes, WCAX weatherman Stuart
Hallis also a singer. In fact, he made his
first TV appearance when he won
Arthur Godfrey's Talent Show in 1949,
singing “Soin Love” from Kiss Me Kate.

In the public affairs vein, “Across
the Fence” was initiated in 1954 with
the cooperation of the Vermont Exten-
sion Service, The animal “guests™ for
this show had to be led through the

D fhare | 1960 with host Ken Greene, the ek Clark of Vermaont, The show pleed feem
1955 s 168 a1 530 pm overy Saturday. Brizn Harwoos] ook over as hose in 19463,

3

offices in order to get to the studio on
Barrett Street. One particlar cow left a
|i|:t]l.' ”I‘l.‘l'l".'mbr:‘ll'll.'l."." and 1_-'.'1':':.-'4_“=||_'
scattered the d ay a huge bull was led
through the office.

From 1957 o 1966, WCAX was a
irail blazerin the educational uzeaf TV,
There was “Current Events Quiz,” a
competition between Vermont Tth and
Bth graders; and “TV University,”
which offered college courses foreredit
at UYM. Hour-long concerts by the
Vermont Symphony Orchestra were
broadcast live for 5 YEArS,

Present Mews Director Marselis
FParsons is the latest ina line of distin-
guished newscasters, which includes
LA Sullivan, John Millar and Mickey
Gallagher. In 1968 CH 3 was among the
first skations in Eye nation to |_':-|;'|_1-;|1'||j ifs
newscast bo an hour, WOAX News
launched “Dimension,” a maonthly
news magazine in 1977, hosted and
produced by Parsons, In 1979, both
*arsons and “Dimension” won Emmys
in the second annual Awards Presenta-
tion of the Boston / Mew England Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences. O

WCAX Sources

Stuart Martin, KenGreene, Charles Lisse.
Stuart Fall, Tony Adams, Lillie Brown
(MABLWCAX 20h and 25th Anniver-
sty brochures

Verraonl Asoacimlion of Mroedcasnes



Profile: Stuart T. Martin

Originally a physicist, Stuart "Fed” Martin contributed
tothe dey |.‘|1|].'I|':'|.|.-|'|l of raddar. Hew ._1-.1.'..|::|rk:r|.!.,1|'-..,1 |_|:'||'I'-1I_I|[||11_I
engineer following his 4 vears of service in the army during
WW Il, when his *-h-.'i.'lf‘.lt]'u."r' C.P. Hasbrook, asked him to
undertake a project for him:  to design, staff, and
buald a television station

A the time, there were 48 states
in the union. Vier-
mont was the
only state
without a
television
statiomn.

Sman Martin “on the edge” lnoking down Froem tee haeighis of
Mount Manshickl during the constrsciion of WOAX fn 19494,
wasrd has it that this is his favorie phoo of Osse days,

Martin becamee the ownerof WCAX 10 1969 when he 111_'|'|_1:i[|_*~1_1
positive control of the licensee corporation (Mt. Mansficld
Television, Inch. Looking back on his 35 years of broadcast-

ing, Martin recalls that his most satisfying experience was his
success in the struggle with the Mt. W ashington station over
the CBS network affiliation. In the early days of television,

the advertisers controlled the programming. His adversary
had bath more knowledge of the Madison Avenue advertis-
s, and more roney fo wiage his Cmpaign.

Wartin recalls that the first turning point came when he
convinced Proctor and Gamble to ]'l].il. & their SO QP
schedule omn WCAX, He did a study of CBS cow A with
crored everlays toshow w hat would be added by WCAX or
oy Mt 'I-'~¢1-I11|1.|s,ln|1 and that did the trick.

Martin also takes pride in WCAX's serious approach to
news and bechnically superior picture. He is glad that
|!|r|.'|H:|'.'||'|'||'|:'|.i|'|;.5 1% fow controalled bf.' the skahion and mot the
advertisers. WCAX can now choese which of the network
programs to air. Martin has observed that programming
trends seem toswing back and forth from sex and violence to
family shows and situation comedies. What will be sucoess-
Ful next? Savs Martin: “If it's well written, it's ot a chance.”
Martin was VAR President from 1958 to 1959,
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The license for WSNO was origi-
nally filed by Broadcasters, Inc. of
Manchester, WH (William Rust and
Ealph Gottlieg). In 1957, the construc-
tion permit was bought by E. Dwean
Finney, whe sold it to [ames Kirwin
and Donald Laufer,

WSAO went om the
atron October 13, 1959,
and was purchased B
months later by Robert
Kimel and Bessie Grad.
Alan  Noves was
brought in by Kimel to
manage the station in
June of 1960, WSNO
became a CBS affiliate
in 1961 and raised its
power from 250 ko 1000
wakts.

[n 1974, WORE-FM
went on the air. That
was also the yvear Grad
and Kimelincorporated
under the name of
Kadio Barre, Inc. with
Moyes assuming an
interest in the new cor-
!'!l-:_:-r'l.lin::-n Iev 1979, thae
corporation bought
Grad’'s stock. Im 1982,
Kimel sold his stock to
the Kimel Broadcast
Group, owned by his sons, John and

Davad Eimel,

Hall of Fame

Chuck Maginnis
WENOYs Frst MMM man, Hi
once offered to trade a paper
clip for anything listemers
would offer. He got a pencil,
which he traded for am ash tray
and =0 on until he ended up
with a car! The station sold it
and domated the funds to char-
ity

John Reid
This Barre native got his start as
a high school student working
weekendsat WSMO, Heisnow
Viee President and Director of
Communicationsand Technol-
oy ab the Associated Press,

3y

(T2
WSI)N@ ’ W@E&B& l‘%,@ﬂ’

Barre

Since both Radio Barre {which

owrisd WSNO/WORK) and Radio 5t.
Albans (which owned WIWSE/WLFE)
VT I.'E-'.'.'I"I{‘l.i]!l_'g' Eimal Broadeast l:r\uup
and MNoyes, the two corporations
merged in 19838 into one entity, Kimel
Broadcast Group, with the two Kimels

WENOYE Alkks Noves witlh CHS dews andlser, gacss whea, at a CHS
ralin network affiliale’s mecting in Plescnix Arizoaa in 1985,

Bomn in Haverhill, MA, Alan Noyes
isa graduateof Boston University whene
he majored in advertising. He served
in the Army Air Core during WWII,
and more recently as Assistant Adju-
tant General f Air for the Vermont Ma-
tional Guard.

His first job in radio was in 1948 at
WHAY in Haverhill. He worked as a
copywriter, then joined the sales staff,
and later became assistant MATARET, It
was there he met Bob Kimel, 'When
Kimel bought WSNO in 1960, he in-
vited Moyes to come to Barre to man-
age it,

“It was anm adventure to come to
Barre,” Moves remembers,”I'd never
Boen to Vermont before, There was no
Interstate then, and driving that long,
twisting, uphill road, with banks of

Profile: Alan Noyes

and Noves as stockholders.

WEMO is a family operation, with
Moyes’ two sons on the staff. Program |
Director Bill Moyes began his career at
WaNOat the ageof 14 asa weekend an-
nouncer, He was chosen Sportscaster
of the Year in 1974 by the VT Sportcas-
ters and Sporbwriters
Aszociation. He sepv-
ed as Barre City Alder-
mamn, Chairman of the
Republican City Com-
mibbee and as a Major
i the Vermont Na- |
tional Guard. Jorathan |
Moves is the midday
announcer and does
hockey ph‘?‘-b}"-plﬂ}'.
It was a father/son
decision to become
Vermont's first full-
time country station in
1978, and an achieve-
ment WSMNO is proud
of. WSMNO is also
proud of having been
ome of five individual
stations granted cre-
dentials bt cover the
Montreal Olympics,
along with the likes of
WABC in NY. O

snow as high as buildings to get to the
station, it made quite an impression.”

Moves has served as President of
the Barre and Central Vermont Chame
bers of Commerce and of several local
development groups. He has been a
member of the Boards of Directors of
the CBS Eadio Metwork Affiliates As-
sociation and the CBS RADIOREADIC
Board, serving as MNational Chairnman
oof thee latter. He served as VAB Presi-
dient i 1971-1973, and was named
Broadeaster of the Year '|'|.1." the VAR In
1957, O

Sources
Alan ?n.'n.l:..'l.*ﬁ. Bob Kimeel, Lillie Brown
(AR “A HL-lu:r:.' o Viermont Broad-
casting,” by Richard Cooper.
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Joseph Close (WENT Corporation)

starbed WEVT as a satellite station to
WENEin Keene, MH . It wenton the air
on MNovember 29, 1959 with 250 watts
of power and both CBS and Yankee
Metwork affiliations, The studio, office
building and transmitter were built on
Williams and Larkin Streets in Brattle-
boro. Edward D. Somes was WEKVT s
first general manager, and also served
a5 an engineer amnd salesman for the
station,

Barre native David Parnigoni (Ra-
dioBrattleboro, Inc.) bought the station
im 1965, From 1978 to 1983 former Caov.
Salmon administration official, Donald
Webater, (The Webster Broadcast
Group, Inc) owned WEVT. It was
during this time that WEVT-Fh de-
buted im 1980, Webster is now a broker

| at E.F. Hutton in Brattleboro,

Current owner Dawve Underhill
(Brattleboro Broadeasters, Inc.) bought
WEVT AM and FM in 1983, Under-
hill's radio career beganat theage of 14.
He got a degree in broadcasting from
Boston University and worked inradio
at a number of small market stations.

. (/7K

'Brattleboro

During the 70 and early "B0s, he

worked at high-level engineering and
management positions,in both radio
and TV, in large markets such as Bos-
ton (WBZ-TV, WGBH-TV, WCVB-TV),

Farnigond at work bn 19649

Washington, DC (Group W Radio
Mews), and Salt Lake City (Standard
Communications).

Unmdierhill met his wife, Linda, in
1972 when they were both working at
WBZ A wveteran broadcaster hersalf,
Mrs, Underhill 1z in charge of traffic,
billing and cperations at WEVT, and is
co=owner of the station.

Since purchasing WKVT, the
Underhills have completely remodeled
the facilities. WEKVT's dedication to
news has paid off with several awards:
seven AP news awards, two Chams-
pion-Tuck media awards for economic
understanding, and the VABStation of
the Year Award in 1957 and "88. Under-
hill commented that he i3 especially
proud that WENVT had twice been cited
as one of fifty finalists nationwide in
the NAB Crystal Awards competition.

One of Underhill’s favorite WEVT
stories isabout the time he jump started
the entire station from his Ford Broneo.
It was during a snowstorm in 1984,
which had caused a power outage.
Efforts to start the antique generator
had succeeded only in running down |
its battery. 50 he hooked up his Bronoo
bBattery to the generator and vroom!
WEVT was back on the air, O

Profile: David Parnigoni

While attending Spaulding High
bchool, Barre native Dave Parmigoni
got his first taste of radio at the age of
16, when he was a part-time announcer
working weekends and summers un-
der Bob Bannon's tutelege at WSKIL
Parnigoni recalls his first experience on
the airas oneof sheer terror. He arrived
at thestation at & am inorder to prepare
for a 5 minute newscast at 10:30 am.
When it was over, Bannon commeented
that he had done pretty well, but asked
about those long pauses between news
items. Parnigoni had been 50 nervous
that he cut off the mike and cleared his
throat for about 20 seconds after cach
sbory!

In 1957 Parnigoni left Vermont to
attend Emerson College in Boston. [t
was there that he decided he was more
interested in the business aspect of
broadcasting. He managed the AM
college radio station there and gradu-

ated in 1961,

Vo Fiamg Thye Fidlls

He worked at WWCD in Water-
bury, CT from 1961-1965. Starting in
sales, he became sales manager and
then manager. Although only 25, he
wias determined to own his own sta-
tion. His family still lived in Barre, and
he was haunted by reminders of home.
WWCO had the same position on the
dial as his alma mater WSEIL: 1240, It
wiag locabted in a place with the same
name as a neighboring town to his
hometown: Waterbury. Hecame home
to Vermont, bought WEVT and man-
aged it for 13 years,

He also owned three other radio
stations and a small advertising agency
in Mew England. He was President of
the VAB from 1968-1971, and has been
with the NAB since 1981. His first posi-
tiom was as Mortheastern staff repre-
senbative, In 1984 he was nameed Senior
Vice President for Radio with the MAB
and moved to Washington, DC.

On March 27, 1989, Parnigomni
announced that e was leaving the MAB

effective May 5th. “T have thoroughly
enjoyed my eight yvears at NAB, but |
really want to get back into station
operation and ownership,” said Par-
nigoni.

Parnigoni has been active in the |
Television and Radio Political Action
Committee (TARPAC) the MAB Small
Market Eadio Committes, and is a
member of the March of Dimes Board
of Governors in Washington.

In Yermont, he has served as a
member of the Vermont Governor's
Ecompmic Development Commitbes |
ard was a trustee and Network Chair-
man of the Vermont Symphony Or-
chestra, 2

Sources
David Underhill, David Parndgond,
Lillie Brown (MABN “A History of
Vermont Hn:hl.dr.uﬁns_.” I'.lf.' Richard
l;'m:-p;-r.
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Family Broadcasting in Vermont

Passing on the family business from
one generation to the nextisa tracition
that has survived in Vermont, Even
when that business is a radio or TV
station.

The Kimels

Robert Kimel has
said that the proudest
marnent of his life was
when he sold his radio
stations bo his sons, John
and David. John Kimel »
loved radio from the
word go. He used to
playat beinga D and i
sportscaster im his "'r

.

rood as.a child, and

debuted on air as ]
“Johnny O atenly | K

13, Heworked for 5

the Free Press asa

reporter / photographer and joined the
Sheriff’'s Department and the National
Guard, because, "I wanted to make it
anmy own.” One of his favorite expe-
riences as a Deputy Sheriff was when
e wasa body guard for Miss Universe.

As a broadcaster, John Kimel com-
mented that his most satisfying accom-
plishmnent to date was convincing his
Dad 1o make WSSE-FM the first rock
FiM in Vermont. The prevailing school
of thought at the time was that FM was
best suited for a "Beautiful Music” or
Classical format. But John felt it was
wiser to go for a younger audience
rather than compete with their own
AM for aduli listeners.

David Kimel also went out on his
own briefly before returning to the
farnily business. He got into college
raclic while attending Husson
Business School in Bangor, ME
and alzo worked at a commercial =
station im Bangor. However, b
turned down an offer bo work in
sales at a station in the Boston
area and came home to St Albans
instead. “Dad let me make my own de-
cigion, and made me the same offér as
un}'::-l'u.' l:!r;t"."" aaid David.

“Somelimesit’s harder to bea tough
business man when everyone knows
you, and expects more from you,”
commented David, “but the quality of
the Vermaont lifestyle is what keeps me

SH

here.” There may be a third generation
of broadcastersin the making asboth of
David's children, David Jr. and Jen-
nifer, have begun working part-time at
the stations.

The Squiers

After suffering a serious heart at-
tack (about 1950), Lloyd (*The Old
Squier”) was content and proud to let
his son Ken take over at WDEV. It was
with Ken's encouragement however,
that he continued to maintain a pres-
ence at WDEVY with his poetry reading.
Squier specialized in "Vermontiana®
poetry, reading his own poems (wril-
ten in the style of Edgar Guest) or that

of other local poetssuch as Dan Cady of
hMorrisville.

Kenley Squier was practically born
with a microphone in his hand at
WDEV. He was always at the station,
playing children's parts in live dramas,
and traveling with his Dad to the vari-
pus fairs. It was there that he devel-

oped his interest in sports, especially
stock car racing,

Een was the originator and co-host
of “Music toGo to the Dump By,” aSat-
urday moming show that ran for over
20 years on WDEV. With his sidekick
Brian Harwood and frequent guest
“Maud Ferguson,” Ken launched the
“My Dump and What It Means to Me”
essay contest on this show.

Ome interesting explanation for
why the town dump kept catching on
fire arose from this contest. Could it
really be it was because of all those
hushands out at the dump in the dead
of night, burning loveletters from their
paramours in order to keep their wives
from discovering them?

Years ahead of their time in recog-
nizing the importance of proper waste
management, now oneof the hot issues
of the "Bls, this contest drevw hundreds
of letters and lasted for years, although
no prizes were ever awarded.

The Martins

Stuart Martin was already
embarked upon a career as a physicist
when his stepfather, C.P. Hasbrook,
asked him to come to Burlington to
help him build Vermont's first TV
station. So began Martin's now 35 year
career in broadcasting, Martin applied
thescientific method of problemsolving,
to the task of designing, building and
operating WCAX-TV, and has no
regrets about his career change.

Stuart’s son Peter is the third
generation of Martins to work at WCAX,
A graduate of the Choate 5chool and
Harvard University, Peter Martin was
first interested in a military career. He
served asa Captain in the Field Artillery
in the LS, Army from 1964 to 1969, He
left active duty to become a reparter for
WCAX in 1969, but has continued his
military service as a Lt Col. in the US
Army Beserve,

In 1970, he was appointed
Executive Assistant to Governor Dean
Davis, then Acting Secretary of Civil
and Military Affairs. After three years
instate government, he decided tomake
broadcasting his career. His initial
interest wasin thearea of news. Inl%73,
he became Vice President of News/
Public Affairsand wasappointed to his

Vermonl Associarrion of Brocdomshory



present postionas

Executive Vice

Fresident in
1984. Peter
Martin
served as
President of
the VAB
fromn 1977 to
19749,

The Moyes
"TheMNoves Boys,
are alsosecond generation Vermont broadcasters. Bill Moyes

" sonsof WENO/WORK's Alan Noves

has been a part-time
announcer at WSNO
sinee hie was 14, and 5
currently Program
Dhrector.  Jonathan
Moves, currently

the mid day
announcer,
also started
when he was
still in hi};h
arhoal, In the
true tradtion
of small mar-
ket radio, he
Can Wear
many hats,
including

s ales
copywriting and sportcasting.

The Zezzas

I the southern end of the state, the Herra [amilv has
been running WOFR in Springfield for 31 vears. Carlo Zezza
changed the call letters foriginally WHNIX) o WCFR after the
namesof hischildren: Carlo, Frank, and Buth. Hisson Frank,
a Middlebury College graduate, has been carrving on the
family broadcasting tradition now for over 15 yvears.

“Mom and Pop Radio”

There is a tradition of husband-and-wife family
broadcasters in Vermont as well. After World War I, as it
became more acceptable for women bo work, wives whao
before may have been involved im behind-the-scenes ways,
now Began taking on more visible roles.

Lorelle Jacobsen, wife of WSKI original owner Bernard
Jacobsen, was one of the first. She worked as bm:-kku:pi:r.-"
office manager with her husband in 1947, Bette Iie'alu::.'
helped her husband John operate WTSA in Brattleboro from
1967-1956. Rex and Barbara Marshall at WNHY, and Mark
and Mary Brady at WFAD carried on this tradition in the &=
and 70s. David and Linda Underhill at WKVT and Bradle v
and Evelyn Weeks at WBFL are current examples of this
practice of husband-and-wife broadcasters.

Al e P Thoae LIAL

WCVR / WWWT

1023 e, FM 1320 iz AM

Randolph

Central Vermont Radio Corporation, owned by Frank
Gilman and Nelzon Crawiord, put WOVE on the air on
Movember 8, 1968. The call letters stood for the initials of the
corparation.

In April of 1972, Sconnix Eadio Enterprises, Inc. (Lart-
mouth graduates Scott Mo(ueen, Theodore Nixon and
Randall Odengal) bought the station. Vermont Media
Group, Inc. (Daniel Bradley and John Shaefer) took over in
November of 1976. Bradley sold out to Shaefer in the Fall of
1978, In 1979, the station was on shakey ground with Shaefer
in financial difficulty. Alfred Hill was appointed Trustee
un il WOWVE we ﬁlw.-ug]'nl by Stokes Communications Corp. in
Oetober of 19800

Edward and Margaret “Muffy” Stokes have breathed
new life into this now family-owned and operated station. Ed
is Chief Engineer and handles personnel matters. Muffy
handles business affairs such as bookkeeping and copy
writing. As she describes it, I do whatever Ed doesn’t do.”
When they first took over, Muffy also did a daily 1/2 hour
interview show.

Ed Stokes is a native of San Francisco and Margaret hails
from Albany, NY. They met in Washington, DC in the "60s.

Margaret was a secretary and Ed was working at the US.
National Student Association. He had returned to Washing-
ton after having taught English, French and History on the
Secondary Level in Nigeria in the Peace Corps, They married
in 1969 and moved to California.

Ed helped manage the campaign of Jesse Unruh, who
ran (unsuccessfully) for governor of Californdia in 1970. He
lost to Ronald Reagan. After this Stokes worked in various
legislative positions, and wrote the California Public Broad-
casting Act of 1976. He later became the Executive Director
of the California Public Broadcasting Commission.

Strokes has been a ham radio operator since he was 12,
and has always been interested in the medium. Muffy had
family in Vermont and Ed had visited the state and fallen in
lowve with it. So when they decided to buy a radio station,
Vermont was where they wanted to be. ["]'ll:'.' looked for over
a year before finding WCVER.

The Stokes family put WCVE-FM on the air on October
25, 1982, In the Fall of 1987, the AM call letbers were changed
to WWWT or “Three W T.” About a vear ago, both stations
became fully automated. Sales Ma nager Ken Worthington
commented that he can control the station (burn iton and off,
and regulate the power) from his home. In fact, he often
works at home where he has a Fax machine, computer, and
production studio. Worthington started at WCVR in 1980 as
a part-time announcer. J

Sources
Edvward and !‘.F;l:rF..'ln't Stokies, Ken 1|'I.'|:I\:I'|:|'|i:ILH,1I.II.'I, Jovhm Far-
row, and Lillic Bronwn (NAB),




WNHYV 910

White River Junction

O May 10, 1959, Phillip Smdth put
WWR] on the air. The station was
reborn as WVTR in 1963, when it was
purchased by Green Mountain Eadio
[, owned by Lee Nolan, A vear later
it wias sold to Frederick M. Daley, Jr. of
Hanover, whobrought in Larry O Toole
45 Manager.

The station was
then located on Main
SLinWER], withalarge
“window on the
world” so that pas-
sersby om the street
could watch the an-
nouncers at work,
There was also a stu-
dio location where the
Lebanon Mall 18 now.

Veteran newsman
Eliot Page came to
WYTE in 1963, His
maobile unit coverage
of the Lebanon Fire
and the [ee Flow that
claimed the bridge in
White River in 64 put
WVTE on the map.

Rex Marshall bought WVTR in July
of 1986, He announced the change of
call lettars to WHHY on the “Breakfast
at the Hanowver Inn” show inOctoberof
1966, “Breakfast,” which originated on
a rival station as a 15-minute show,
was transformed and popularized by
Marshall's “"golden
voice” and ad-lib
charm toan hour-long
WHHY morning tra-
dition,

Marshall moved
thestation tonewly re-
modeled facilities at
the site of the trans-
mitter on M. Hartland
Road in February of
1968, The building de-
sign was writhen up in
Gramite State Archatect
in December 1968, Tt
had several unigque fea-
tures, such asextensive
use of aluminum, ev-
ety piece of which had
to b grounded,

Profile: Rex Marshall

He weas known as “The Man with
the Golden Voice,” and the biggest
narme in broadcasting to come to Ver-
k.

Born inupstate NY in 1919, his first
job in radio was at WORL in Boston in
1937, This wasfollowed by positions at
stations in Providence, Philadelphia,
and Jamestown, NY. During the war
years, he was a flight instructor in the
Air Force.

Following the war, he returned
briefly to [amestown, and then headed
for MYC, where he began his carcer in
television, An original staff member of
WPIX-TV, he was emcee-anchorman
for thel 945 Republican convention, and
announcer and commercial host for
Auto-Lite's Suspense Series.

For over 25 vears, Marshall was the
spokesman for Revoolds Aluminium,
also appearing for Maxwell House
Coffee, and Gleem Toothpaste. He was
absoassociated with bwoearly TV series,
Mr. Peeper's and Decerntber Bride,

4

By the mid “60s, Marshall was ready
for achange. Hebegan looking around
for a small radio stabion to buy and
found WVTR. The Upper Valley had
everything he was looking for: a place
to ski, ride horses, and enjoy the life-
style of a small market broadeaster.

As the host of “Breakfast at the
Harover Inn,” Marshall could inter-
view guests on any topic with ease, or
ad lib as needed. It was this very skill
that had won him the attention of ad-
vertising people years before, when
presidential candidate Thomas Dewey
tailed toshow foran interview at WPLX,
and Marshall had deftly ad-libbed for
45 minutes.

Cruring his 16 vears as owner
manager of WNHY, Marshall served
on the MAB  Small Market Eadio
Committee and was involved with the
United Way and Windsor County
Partners.

KXE 95.3 FM

Rex Marshall got Will Curtis started
in radio when he asked Curhs (who
ownied a bookstore in Woodatock at the
timr) to do book reviews on WKHY.
Soon Curtis was doing his own show,
“The Mature of Things,” which is now |
brogdeast on Mational Public Kadio as
well az on WNHY.

On Feb. 1, 1959, WNHV-FM went
o theair. [t was the first Fiv in the area,
and the only one until 1976, In 1952,
Marshall and his general manager,
Terry Boone, began planning to 5|::-|1't
the stations, with separabte programs-
ming and call letters. The-sup ams were
tragically interrupted when Marshall
suftered a heart attack at his desk and
died in March of 1983,

Boone brought the plans begun in
1982 to fruition when WNHY-FM be-
camie KXE on April 1, 1985, Boone kas
begun proceedings to buy the remain-
ing stock of Barbara and Peter Marshall
(Rex's widow and sond and thereby
gain cantro] of Mew Hampshire-Ver-
mont Broadeasting, which owns the
stations. Boone has been Vice Presi-
dent of the VAB since 1987, A

WNHV/KXE
Hall of Fame

Eliot Page
WVTR's first Mews Darector and a
40 year veteran of Vermont radio
Ray Reed
16 year veteran of WNHVY, current
maorning man and Operations
Director

Karen Kayen
Program Director of KXE and
current host of “Breakfast at the
Hanowver Inn™

Sources

Terry Boone, Eliot Page, Bay Feed, Will
Curtis, Bulland Herald artickesof 17217
82 and 3,"Iﬂ-_.l'33.'l.-'aﬂr_..l Mo articles of
37983 and 31085, Historionl High-
Tighets of Hiariford Vernwand, by John W,
St Crodx, Lillie Brosen (NAB) and <A
History of Yermont Broadcasting,” by
Hichard E:q'ml:ﬂ.':r.
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1490 AM

Maine native Frank Delle was the
original owner of WFAD, which de-
buted on December 24, 1965, Tt was lo-
cabid at 20 Court Street 1 M iddh"-!!ll.tl:'_',.'
in 2 small rooms, that were so cramped
that the A machine was located in the
Bathrosom.

Delle had a partner named Don
Fisher, who held a minority interest in
The Voice of Middlebury, Inc., the cor-
poration which became the official
owner of the station on October 18,
1968, The story goes that Delle had
always told Fisher that the call letters
“FAL" stood For * Frank and Don.™ But
according to Mark Brady, after Delle
boughtout Fisher, Delle said they stood
for “Frank A. Delle”

Brady and Tim Buskey (Addison
Broadcasting, Inc.) bm.lght WFAL on
July 91973, Brady had lived in nearby
Addison, VT since 1938, and had broad-
casting experience asan announdcer and
E\mgrﬂm director at WJOY, Buskey

ad also worked at WIOY, which 1=
where the two partners met, Buskey
wis WEAD skation |.'r'|..'|11._|Hd-'r.'|I:1|'|t' lime
of the sale

Middlebury

Brady recalls that it took a yvear for
the sale to be finalized and approved
by the FOC. [kwasa tcrughw-ar Andy
Pitter was hired tocome in and rewrite
Free Press articles for the local news-
casts because they had lost their AP
service. Buying equipment and sup-
plies was first on their list when the
deal finally went through.

In May of 1975, Brady and Buskey
put WCVM-FM on the air. A vear or
two later, they moved the stations to
r|1|;,:-ri,-:_~.|,‘r..'n;;i1'||:|.-i- I'.i'l.-l;"lli.li.{‘-.i,aﬂ-ﬁtnr}-' brild-
ing at 75 Court Street. On September
16, 1978, Brady bought out his partmer
and became sole owner, although Bus-
key continued towork at the stations as
an announdcer. Buskey is now Chair-
man of the Board of Selectmen in Mid-
dlebury, and works for the Farm Bu-
redll.

Thee stations moved to their mewly-
constructed building and facilities on
Bt 7 South in August of 1983 “Tt was a
very prowd moement,” recalls Brady,
“wi wanted to make a statement to the
towen that WEFAD S WOVM were hereto

Profile: Mark Brady

Born in Burlington, M
was raised mostly in southern Cone
necticut, although his family had a
second home in Add-
dison, VT, In 1958, the
Bradys moved perma-
nently tothat Addison
home and Brady spent
his high school years
a5 a charter member
of the Sterling School
in Craftsbury (then a
prep school).

His first job im ra-
dio was as the overs
night announcer at
WIOY AM and FM in
Bii r]lngh.‘:-l'l i 188, He
worked his way up
through the ranks to
the position of Pro-
gram Directorby 1972,

ark Brady

Videus Frost The Ml

mwn hig own Statbon.

Brady had always wanted to be in
rachio, and his “wildest dream™ was to
That dream
became a reality for him
from 1973-1987, as the
owner of WEAD/
WOVE. Yet he knew it
was not something he
had to do forever, and
set his sights on selling
the stations and mov-
ing on tosomething else
by age 45, He achieved
that goal a little ahead
of schediule when he
sold the stations to K.
Peter Siraus in 1987
when he was 43,

Brady served as VAB
President from 1985-
1967. &

WCVM

stay. And itcertainly madeadifference
in the morale of our employees.”

O June 3, 1987 the stations were
bought by Stravs Communicabions in
the Champlain Valley, Inc., (R, Peter
Straus). Current general manager Lind-
say Wood-Davisis proud of theawards
the stations have won since he came in
July of 1987, "We've hung our hat (i
news and local involvement, “com-
mented Davis. These awards, all won
in 1988, include: Best 60-Second Come-
mercial (VAEB), Best Commitment to
Radio Mews, and Best Radio Editorial
(both from the Vermont Associated
Press), 2

WFAD Notables

Chris Graff

Hired right out of Middlebury
College, Chris Graff was WFAD's
Mews Director in the early 70s,
He is now Associabed Press Bu-
reau Chief in Montpelier,

Frank Sesno

Alzo a former WEAD Mews Di-
rector, Frank Sesno later becamwe
the AF London Bureau Chief and
is currently a White House Cor-
respondent for CNM,

Jim Douglas

A part-time announcer in the
early 70s, Jim Douglas is cur-
rently the Vermont Secretary of
State,

Ken Gilbert

A popular afterncon announcer
at WFAD in the a0s and 70s,
Ken Gilbert 15 now at WDERC in
Hartiord, CT.

Sources
Mark Brady., BroadcestingCalle-
casting 1988, Lillie Brown (MAB),
Lindsay-Wood Davis,

il
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On August 19,1968, Jack Siegal cagerly put WYNY Ch-22
on the air. He appeared on camera himself to announce the
arrival of "Vermont's first fullcolor station.” In his zeal to
get the station started, he overlooked his engineers advice
that the equipment could have used a little more technical ad-
justing and fine-tuning. That first broadcast blew Ch 22 in
Springfield, MA off the air, and WVNY had to broadcast at
low power for a wieek or so until the problem got straight-
el ok,

WYNY's first news director Vie Maerki, went on to work
for several years in Senator Stafford’s office in Washington
and now writes a weekly column for the Free Press. Larry
Enight, George Rousseau and Robert Stillinger were also
ameng the original staff.

Stillinger gained fame as the host of the popular “Trooper
Yancy” children’s show. Since the station was located in Ft.
Ethan Allan, the show used a cavalry theme. Stillinger was
clad in a horse soldier costume with hightop boats, and blue
uniform with gold stripes. His sidekick was a real dummy—
a ventriloguist’s dummy that is—named “Trooper Hooper.™

Fram 1967 to 1971, Stillinger enterfained groups of Cub
Scouts and Brownies during the hour-long live program,
which featured cartoons, singing, and drawing. Sitting un-
der hot lights, the excited youngsters were served warm
Pepsiand cold pizza. One day, disaster struck, The first Cub
Scout bo “toss his cookies™ was of course in the very back at

WVNY contivced on the mext page...

WEZF
Burlington

WEZF is unigue in that it is the only FM radiostation that
got started as an outgrowth of a TV station. Most FMs were
additions to existing AM radio stations, so in that sense,
WEZF was Vermont's first stand-alone FM,

WEZF's early history parallels that of WVNY-TV in
ownership, management, and location up until Ch 22 was
sold in 1962 and moved to another location in the area.

WEZEF has remained in the original historic Ft. Ethan
Allen building (the former headquarters for the cavalry's
Regiment Band) that once housed both stations. The building
was completely renovated when it was purchased by Knight
Radio, Inc. on February 24, 1984, A Class C regional facility,
(the largest available) WEZF now has the largest studio space
of amy radio station in Vermont, with two broadeast studios,
two production studios and a news booth. These were built
into the area where the old TV station used 1o be.

Tom Pierce, who has been WEZF's General Manager
since 1981, helped the Knights wake up their “sleeping
glant” with the installation of state-of-the-art equipmentand
the first change in format since WEZF went on the air on July
19, 1965, O

Sources
Tom Plosce, Busdiesa Digest (July 1985}, Lillic Bronan (M AB),
Eroedosting/Cablecasting 1988,

Profile: Tom Pierce

Tom Pierce wasonce dubbed “The
[.Egl.'l‘l.d!it‘l E':imtt’ij.'u—""' |:‘a-_l,-' |'||i:,-.1_-|11|,:|I|,r_l.-'4:||:5.II
and was also known as “The Phantom
of the Chamber,” by the Lake Cham-
plain Regional Chamber of Commerce
{of which he was President from 1986-
19873 He became VAB President in
1487, and he has been active in a host
of community service activities from
Charnplain Valley Crime Stoppers and
the United Way, to the Flynn Theater
and Shelburne Farms,

Hecould also be called “the gradu-
ate,” having graduated from Williams
College (BA 1968), the CBS School of
Management (1978), and MNorthwest-
ern University (Masters in Business,
1980, Healso "graduated” from being
a radio advertising copywriter (for
movies such as “2001: A Space Odys-
sey” and “Romeo and Juliet”) on up
the corporate ladder to a Vice President of CBS Radio.

Pierce came to Burlington in 1980 to be General Manager

of WEZF-FM, then owned by Martin
Broadcasting, Inc. He was also GM of
WEZF-TV, themowned by International
Television Corporation. Both were lo-
cated in the same historic brick build-
ing in Ft. Ethan Allen.

After having worked at high-level
CBS Radio positions in managenent in
places like New York, Chicago and San
Francigeo, what attracted Pierce to Burl-
ington? “The quality of wife,” quipped
Pierce. "My wifewasa Vermonter{from
Woodstock) and we wanted o raise our
family in Mew England. So when the
Burlington opportunity appeared, we
took: it

WEZF-TV was sold in 1982, and
mioved to another Burlington locabion.
Pierce has remained as GM of WEZF-
FM. Enight Radio, Inc. bought WEZF-
FM in 1984, and Pierce rose to the posi-
tion of Senior Vice President of Knight Quality Stations in
1987. O

Fermnon Aseociarion of Hroetliaciiv




WEZF Veterans

Roger Albright
Experienced in both major and small market
radio and TV, he was also an author, teacher,
newspaper editor and publisher, and parish cler-
gyman. At WEZF he was an on-air hostand Crea-
tive Director.

Russ Butler
Beginning with WTWN in 5t. Johnsbury, his
broadcasting career includes work with stations
in Chicagoand San Francisco. Heorganized sales
promotions and was the host of "Remember
Radio” at WEZF until 1984. Hewasalsoa member
of the sales staft until 1988,

Eill Hobart
An announcer whose caneer goes back to the “40s
al one of the nation’s first Fivls, Hobart was the
host(and writer/ producer)of “The Best of Broad-
way” on WEZF,

1100 - WYKR

5000 Watts Of (Country
Wells River

WYKR has been a family effort from the word go. Puffer
Brothers { Eugene and Harold Puffer) put the station on the
aironOctober 3, 1976, Harold Puffer decided to go back into
the insurance business a few years later and left the station in
1981, Eugene incarporated as Puffer Broadcasting, Inc. a year
later in 1982.

Owner/GM Eugene Puffer worked at WCVR in Ran-
dolph from 1968 t01976. He recently celebrated his 20th year
of broadcasting Morwich football, firston WCVR and then on

| WYKE.

Eugene's wife, Clara Pulfer, does “most everything” at
the station, including writing copy, program logs, and an-
swering the phone. Their son Stephen is a D] and salesman,
and daughter Debogah Milnor is the bookkeaper.

WYKR is located in an historic brick building, the former
Wells River Graded School fHigh School. Built in 18786, it is
listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

In 1987, WYKR raised its power from 1000 to 5000 watts,
and moved its frequency from 1490 to 1100, WYKR will be
joining the TNNRE Mashville Network of country music by
May of 1989,

WYKR has a construction permit from the FCC for an
FM, which is planned to debut by the end of 1989, It will be
known as WYKR-FM 101.3, and will simulcast the same
country music as WYKRE AM. J

Voioes Fromm The Hiélle

WHGS Stereo 96.7 im

Montpelier

George “Jeb” Spaulding and his wife Susan thought of
atarting their own radio station when they were both stu-
dents at UVM. On June 13,1977 WNCS wenton the air when
Jeb was only 24.

WNCS is located on the third floor of the historic 100-
year-old railroad depot building in Montpelier, with the
tower on East Hill in Middlesex, Jeb was the original general
manager and Susan the bookkeeper and office manager.

Bob Kinzel was WNCS' first Mews Director, with previ-
ous Vermont broadcasting experience at WIOY, WFAD and
WRUV. He left in 1979 to become the campaign manager for |
LS Senate candidate Tom Evslin. Hestarted Vermont News
Service in 1980, which provides reports on state government

| and other Vermont news featuraes.

Original WNCS Music Director Russ Kinsley and Pro-
gram Director Art Lavigne later wenton to WLZN in Vergen-
nes. Current Program Director Steve Zind was also among
the original staff at WNCS.

Zind is credited with the creation of the Harold Mebaby
promotion in 1982, which poked fun at the election process.
Mebaby was a bogus write-in candidate for “anything.”
wha's slogan was “[ think like you do.” His campaign song,
played in the background of his "ads” on WNCS was the
Human Leaugue's “Don’t You Want Me, Baby? His solu-
tion to the nuclear waste transportation issue was to “have
it flown on Air Force 1 with the President on board, or better

et to send it on Amtrak. That way no terrorist will ever
tnuw where it is.”

On December 30, 1986, WNCS was bought by Steven
Silberberg, Current General Manager Ed Flanagan joined
WHMCS in 1979 as a salesperson.

WVNY corrt irnned frowe previons page

the top of the bleachers, This started a chain reaction of epic
proportions. Like the “trooper” he is, $tillinger did an ad-
libbed monologue with Trooper Hooper for the last 15 min-
utes of the show, with the camera tight in on him, whille
children, mothers, and staff tried to deal with the pandemo-
nium on the set.

International Television Corporation bought WYNY in
April of 1974. Don Martin and Gerald Bull were the major
stockholders, BMinority stockholders Dean Slack and John
Hughes worked as general manager and sales manager, re-
spectively. In March of 1978, Martin bought out Bull's stock.
He sold the station, then known as WEZF-TV, to Champlain
Communications Corporation (Philip Lombardobin Movems-
ber of 1982,

Thestation has returned toitsoriginal call letters, WYVINY.
Itis currently owned by Citadel Communications, Ltd. (Philip
Lombarde) and located at 100 Market Square.  William
Bradley has been general manager since 1982. O

WVNY Sources

Fobert Stillinger, Brian Harwood, Tom Pierce, Lillie Brown
(AR William Bradley, Linda Bob, Eric Michaels, Brogdoes(-
ing/Callecasting 1988,
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Women in Vermont Broadcasting

Women have always played a role
intheworld of broadcasting, The scope
of that role however, has widened
considerably over the years.

In addition to the wuswal behind-
the-scenes jobs such as bookkeeping,
-:u-rl:,,'wril;ing and Eraffic, I‘ighl from the
start there was always an on-air posi-
tron for the “Waomen's Editor.” Shows
such as “Bright Housekeeping™ were
chatty romps into the world of cooking,
housekeeping, social | =
happenings, and Bl
child-rearing,. =

There was a cook-
ing show on WDEV
where food was actu-
ally prepared live.
Maore than once, the
microphone ac-
cicdently fell into a
bulbsbling stew or bowl
of cake batber. These
“women's shows™ rne-
flected the times when
most wWomen were
housewives.

Cecile Fahl of
WESR cites the short-
ageof manpower dur-
ing World War 11 as
onereasonshe had the
opportunity to advance to the posibion
of station manager. Fahl went to work
for Lloyd Squier in 1940 as a boak-
keeper. Since it was a small station, she
found herself wearing many hats,
branching outinto traffic and sales. She
hosted “Take 3 with Ceci Fahl” for over

i
|
1

20 years and also did a “Woman of the
Weak™ show.

She was an active member of the
Mew England Chapter of American
Womenin Radioand TV and hasserved
as State Director of that group. She was
included i the 9th edition of Who's
Who in American Women.

Cecl managed WWSE from 1956 bo
1959, when Robert Kimel bought the
station. She became office manager

i T R
: = - | i B
LS | ? i
my

Sy
—

L to B Fleben RBowman (WIKE), Clara Anbenetdl (WTSAY, Mary Pearl (NBC news),
Esthor Von Waggoner (Marl Pres. AWHTE Bolva Beyworh (WHETN) Libby
Sehimase Hennig (WIOY) and Carol King (%CAK) — Hiel Semerset, Boston 1961,

and Kimel's Executive Secretary until
she retired in 1987,

Paula Dame believes she was the
first woman to do a regularly sched-
uled newscast in Vermont. It was quite
by accident. The WDOT announcers
had all gone to a meeting and forgotten

Belva Keyworth

st woman radio
stakion owner
WBTM 1960-present

Cieci Fahl
15t woman radio station manager
WWSE 1956-1959

Winnie Lou Dhavis
15t woman to do radio sports
play-by-play WIOY 1973

Hall of Fame

FPaula Dame

1st woman to do regularly
scheduled radio newscast
WDOT circa 1956

Cece Wick
15t woman TV Sales Manager
WPTZ-TY, 1983 to present

Karen Creighton
Ist weoman TV station manager
WHNNE-TV, 1955-1958

o assign anyone o do the newscast,
There was a heavy discussion about
what to do. In the end, Paula did the
news and as she recalls, the walls did
net come tumbling down (as some had
feared).

Bornand raised in Baltimore, Paula
had a degree in theater, and had done
radio acting and studied playwriting
before coming to WDOT in 1954, She
procluced and hosted “Taula’s ot

1 Pourri,” a show that
featured anything
about Vermont;  his-
tory, music, culture,
politics, ete. Unlike
most women  broad-
casters, she shunned
doing a "women's
ghowe,” mostly because
she “wasn't interested
in that sort of thing,”

Paula was already an
experienced Vermont
broadeaster when she
came o WDOT. In
1947, she had begun
producing a radio pro-
gram called *This is
Vermont™ for the Ver-
mont Historical Soci-
ety. For three years she
wrote and directed 15 minute dramati-
zations from Vermont's history for this
ahow, using actors from the Montpe-
lier Theater Guild, These programs
aired on stations in Montpelier, Water-
bury, Rutland and 5t, Johnsbury.
continied on next page =

Carcl Fahl &t WWSR in the carly *50=
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Governor Madeleine Kunin

Vermont's governor is a woman who is experienced on
both sides of the microphone, As a politician she has been
interviewed countless mes, but in 1982-1943, she was the
host of '|.'|.’_|D":|"'5 *The Talk of Vermont,” and 1t was her turn
to ask the questions.

Kunin had a solid background in the media, having
attended the Columbia School of Journalism. Her first goal
wiastobea reporter, and a jobas such with the BurlingtonFree
Press s what first brought her to Vermont. She also worked
for WCAX-TV as an assistant producer before her marriage.

Sowhen Jack Barry left WIOY, Kunin's media experience
and knowledge of public affairs made hera natural chodce for
“The Talk of Vermont.” Kunin can’t recall if it was Frank
Balch's idea or hers, but she saw it as a good way for her to
stay up-to-date with important issues.

Kunin preferred fo do interviews rather than call-in
shows. “Twas terrified nobody would call and there'd be this
prolonged moment of silence,” Kunin commented. Duning
one call-inshow she did do, there was an argument going on
between two callers: “That was kind of furn: all 1 had to do
wias referee,” smiled the Governor.

During her stint on “The Talk of Vermont,” her show was
programmed in competition with Jack Barry. Commented
Kunin: “We're good friends, and | thought we could weather
that.. Mine was a different kind of ]_'r:l'l;i!;ﬁln].,.r may have
vieered a little bit more to the intellectual side...some people
would listen to both.”

This “intellectual” approach was evidenced in the inter-
views she did live, via a phone hook-up from Harvard while
she was a Fellpw at the H-I_'I]:I]I_H,‘I!,.‘ School of Government
there. Une such inberview was abowt the Sowviet Union with
Russian scholar Marshall Goldman. Sayvs Kunin: “TEwas kind
of fun to sort of pick the brains of Harvard and ship it off to
JOY.~

When asked which side of the microphone she prefers,
bﬂiilt‘; the imterviewer or the interviewes, Kunin said: "IEs a
toss up. [suspect I may go back on the other side again some
dav, not in terms of a talk show host, bat in terms of a
columnist or a writer.”

Volces From The Hiils

Women in Broadeasting contorued from page 44

Interestingly, a show called “This is Vermont™ airs on
sevieral Vermont stations today. It is written and researched
by Medene Martin, who came East from Ohio in 1977 to work
at WEZF (radio and TV). Doing a little of everything, Martin
recalls, “I'd set up the cameras, and then sit in front of them
toread the news."” She also had expertence as Mews Director
at WFAD and WDEV before starting her work with “This iz
Vermont."”

Her show is produced by another Vermont woman
broadcaster of note, Mary Collins. One of the state’s earlier
female full-timeannouncers, shestarted herown production
company in 1985,

Winnie Lou Davis is another Vermont worman broad-
cast veteran. Daviscommented: "There'sbeen lots of changes,
and I think they've all been good. When I first started there
wiere few women announcers, and sales was all men. Mow
it"s about 50-30 on the air and in sales, ©

Always interested in sports, Winnie had trouble finding
work asa sports announcer soshe book a job as copywriber at
WO im 1972, In 1973, she did the first play-by-play of a girls

. basketball game. Mot only was it unusual for a woman to be

doing a sportscast, but girls games were not usually broad-
cast at all.

Belva Keyworthis Vermont's first woman station owner.
She has managed WEBTN for over 30 vears (since 1938), and
has been the major stockholder of Catamount Broadeasters,
Inc. since 1960, What is the key to her success in what had
always been a man's world? Commented Keyworth: “Men
have said that I'm tough, ...and that/sall right. lamr tough, but
I a lady too.” O

= First in Montpelier

» First in Barre

= First in Central
Vermont

= 41 Years Service

AM STEREO 124
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LITE 101.7 g FM Stowe

[t was a dream come true for Brian Harwood when
WREFB went on the air on February 28,1977, He had always
wanted to own a radio station and now he did, along with
partners Ken Squier and Bill Riley.

Riley, a former marketing director for Mt. Mansticld Ski
Area whohad worked with Squier at WDEVY as well, worked
insales at WRFB. Harwood was the morning man. Thiey had

ranted the call letters to be “RFD™ to go with their original
logo, a mailbox. However, an AM station in Ohio declined to
give permission for the use of these letters for this new FM in
Viermont, so the call letters became WEFB.

In December of 1986, the station was sold to Justice
Broadcasting - Stowe, Inc. (Larry Justice). Harwood re-
mained as morning man, and Tim Hoehn became general
manager. Hoehn was previously the sales manager of WCNL
AM - FM in Newport, NH.

Sage Broadcasting of Vermont bought WRFB on January
17, 1989, This corporation is 43% public-owned, with the
remaining stock owned by Leonard Fassler, Jerry Poch and
Jerry Lebow, all of Stamford, CT. Hoehn has remained as
general manager.

WRFB recently brought back a popular jazz show, “All
That Jazz™ with John Bauer, on April 3, 1989, J

Profile: Brian Harw

Brian Harwood al-
ways lowved radio. He had
his own “play” radio sta-
tion in his home at the age
of 7. He began working
part-time at WDEV at the
age of 14, As zoon as his
voice changed, he began
doing on-air work, Heat-
tended Waterbury High
with Ken Squier and
graduated in 1956,

S-L'H'_:‘TI hl_" Wl “'I;Jrkll'l*:_
at WDEV full-ime doing
news, announcing  and
copywriting, He and Ken
Squier started the “Music
to Go to the Dump By” show in 1963, Harwood modeled
Maud Ferguson, a “regular” on that show after Jonathan
Winters' Maud Frickett character.

Harwood branched out into television, working at
WCAX-TV from 1963-1968, He did Saturday night weather
and sports, commerciala nmmmm-ﬂ, and followed KenGreene
as the host of “Dance Date.” He also worked for WWNY-TV
from 1965 tol970.

He is presently a principal in the ad agency of Knox,
Mimick & Harwood, and has come full circle to return to
WDEY as morning man. Harwood was president of the VADB
from 1931-1983. J

P

WNNE 3]

With a dual license for Hanowver, MH and Hartford, VT,
WHNMNE TV Ch 31 made its debut on September 27, 1978, Tt is
owned by Northern New England Televisionand Taft Broad-

casting Corporation, with Paul E. Taft as majority stock-
haolder.

The call letters “NNE” stand for “Northern New Eng-
land.” The station is located on Holiday Inn Drive in White
River, with the tower on ML Ascutney,

Current general manger Gary Elfstrom first came to
WHNMNE in a sales position in 1982, before becoming manager
in September of 1968, His first broadcasting experience wasat
WTSL radio. Priortothis he had a career azabranch manager
for the Security Pacific Finance Corporation.

Like small market stations everyvwhere, WNNE has been
atraining ground for ambitious young broadcasters. Elfstrom
cited Darlene McCarthy , w he left WNNE in 1986 and is now
the Mews Anchor at Ch 56 in Boston, and Dian Leonard, who
left about the same time and is now the Press Secretary for
MWH Congressman Chuck Douglas, as recent exarnples of this
practice.

WHNNE won several awards in 1988 from both VT and
NH organizations. The VT Associated Press awarded first
place for Best Sports Play-By-Play to WNNE Sports Director
I. J. Cioffi. The News Department won awards for Best
Election Coverage and Best Breaking News.

The station received Golden Mike awards from the NH
Aszociation of Broadcasters for Best Commercial Produc-
tion, Best Sports Feature, Best Videography, and Best Station
Managed Campaign. J

WYNME = 1340 RADIO

Poultney

Morval Ramson, his son Richard and son-in-law Donald
Prescott (of Don Prescott Tower, Inc.) formed Vermont-IY
Broadcasting Corp. and put WYNR on the air on August
11981,

John f‘nla.lgr andeand Burton {Ken) Barlow bought WWNE
on September 7, 1982, Barlow is now an air personality at
"r".'HDQm"'JH In Mo, of 19584, Michae] Tatkoinvested inthe
station and became part owner. Pine Tree Broadcasting
Company (Michael and Barbara Leech) purchased the assets
of Vermont-MNY Broadcasting and the license for WVNR on
March10,1986. Current station manager is Michael's sister,
Judith Leech, whocame to WVRNE when Pine Tree took over.

Joel Williamis has worked on and off at WVRNE as News
Drirector and air personality since about 1983, Chris McCor-
mack, son of former WHWB manager and stockholder Frank
MeCormack, has been Public Service Director and Music
Director since 1987. McCormack has been in broadcasting
“since he was a tadpole,” as current office manager Nancy
Clark puts it. Clark came to WYNE in January of 1985.

Pine Tree Broadcasting was issued a construction permit
for an F& station licensed to Whitehall, MY in Movember
of 1988, Current plans are to operate this FM with WVNR as
an AMSFM combination.

Voo Associyrdion of Broadomrs



WPTZ-TV

BURLINGTON « FLATTSBURGH » MONTREAL

WPTZ-TV, based in Plattsburgh, has maintained a sales

presence in Burlington since the early 70s, beginning with
Bob Groothand who worked out of his home. By 1977, there
wits a two-person sales office at108 Church 5t. One of those
two salesmen was Bob Shields. In1980 he had become VT
Sales Manager and hired Cece Wick asan Account Executive.
The two had met when Wick did a TV commercial at WPTZ
while she was a buyer for a Burlington clothing store. It was
her first experience with broadcasting. She was given the
yellow pages, but no accounts tostart out with. “1 went home
and cried every night, but Bob was a great mentor, he
believed in me, | couldn’t have done it without his support
and encouragement,” remembers Wick.

In 1981, WPTZ's owner, Rollins Telecasting, Inc., de-
cided to -;lrvubf a full station in Vermont. Editing equip-
ment was purchased and newspeople, office support and
commiercial producers were added to the three- person sales
staff located at 1 Burlington Square. Wick was promoted to
VT Sales Manager in 1983, supervising a staff of 9.

The station is presently owned by Heritage Media,
Inc.(since1987), and moved toits present location at 45 Roosev-
elt Highway in Colchester in March of 1988,

Wick commented that she has enjoyed watching the
newsdepartment grow over her 9 years with WPTZ. Headed
by Mews Director Rob Michalak, it now includes 3 newscast-
ers, | sportscaster and 2 videographers. Wick is proud of the
awards WPTE waon in 1988, which include VABR Best TV
Commercial (1st, 2nd and 3rd place) and Vermont Associ-
ated Press Awards for Best Newscast and Best Sportscast, O
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WOLY is unique in both format and location. WGLY is

bocated in the home of owner Alex Mc Ewing in Waterbury.

| The tower, a modified airway beacon, is on Robbins Moun-
tain in Bolton. The tower site is accessible on foot by a mile
and a half hike. Tower installation was completed with a
helicopter.

WGLY is the only commercial radio station in Vermont
which airs religious programming, plaving Christian Con-
tempory Music. It went on the air on Valentine’s Day,
February 14,1985 as WTIJ. The call letters were changed to
WOGLY (which stands for “God Loves You™) in June of 1984,

The construction permit was originally held by Master-
peace Communications, Inc. in 1982, It c{;angm:l hands to
WTI] Broadcasting, Inc. in July of1984. Current owner Har-
vest Broadcasting, Inc. took over in Sept. of 1985, Alex Mc
Ewing bought Harvest Broadcasting {and WTIJ) from Brian
Dodge on Feb. 14,1986, exactly 1 year after it went on the air,

In June of 1986, Mc Ewing moved the station from its
original location on Bt 100 N to hiz home on Bt 2 West in
Waterbury. O

Vodors Fioad Tlae it

106.7WiZN

Vergennes

Radio Vergennes, Inc. put WIZN on theairon November
15, 1983. Russell Kinsley was the majority stockholder,
station managerand program director. Another majorstock-
holder, Richarnd Longfellow, was business manager, and Art

Lavigne was music director and morning man. Other origi- | -

nal staff included joel Bolton (assistant engineer and D), Bl
Henk (D), and Mary Collins (news and production).

Lavigne became a stockholder in May of 1984, and
bought out Kinsley in November 1985, thus becoming the
majority stockholder. Kinsley bought WKLZ in Port Henry,
MY from Peter Hunm,

Radio Vergennes, Inc. sold WIZN to Burlington Broad-
casters, Inc. on July 1,1988. Burlington Broadcasters is owned
by Lavigne, Robin Martin of Washington, DC and Jay Wil-
liams uF'l-‘l.’:l}'land, MA. Lavigne has remained the station
manager, and is still on the air doing the afternoon drive shift
from 2-6 pm,

The year 1987 was an eventful one for WIZN, which
opened a sales office in the Maltex Building on Pine 5t in
Burlington that year. The station increased its power from a
Clazs A at 1000-watts to a Class C at 50,000-watis, It also
mowvied its tower from the original location on Boro Hill Rd.
in Monkton to Pease Mt in Charlotte. Both of these events
took place on April 15, 19687, The station is located on the 3rd
floor of the Stevens House on the green in Vergennes. O

COUNTRY 107 FM
Bellows Falls

Bellows Falls had not had a radio station since ploneer
station WLAK went off the air in 1925 (sce previous story on
page 6). When Bradley and Evelyn Weeks bought WTI]
(which had been broadcasting religious music) in Walpole,
MNH from Brian Dodge they felt that the WLAK history was
so special that they moved the station to Bellows Falls.

Currently owned by Bradley Broadcasting Corp. (Bra-
dley and Eveyln Weeks), the station went on the air as WBFL
in August of 1983, It is located at the Westminster Profes-
stional Center, with the transmitter on Mt. Kingsbury in
Acworth, MNH.

The call letters are an abbreviation for Bellows Falls, and
were formerly assigned to a coast guard cutter in Norfolk,
VA, The Weeks” had toget a release from the US Navy for the |
use of the call letters.

A mative of Charlestown, NH, Bradley Weeks was for-
merly sales manager of WWSR /WLFE in 5. Albans. His wife
Evelyn is bookkeeper, traffic manager, copywriter and fe-
male production voice,

WHBFL's first station manager was Larry Knight, a Ver-
mont broadcasting veteran since 1960, He was formerly
stabion manager of WIKE in Newport, and was among the
original sales staff of WVNY-TV, O



Manchester

What do a haunted house, Carthusian monks and a 9 I

year-0ld ham radio enthusiast have in common?

Back im 1939, A, Brooks Brown was a third grade student
in Houston, TX. His teacher had served in the Signal Corps
during World War 1. For a science unit, she introduced the
classtoshort wave radio. With the help of Robert Franklin, the
father of one of the class, (who owned the only radio supply
store im the areal, they started “The Briar Grove Amabeur
Radio Club.” S0 began Brown's interest in radio,  After
WEQX went on the air on November 14, 1984, his parents
presented him with the telegraph key on which he learned
Morse Code and his old Briar Grove Club membership card
as a Christmas gift.

Brown's Morthshire Communications, Inc. is the original
and present owner of WEQX. The call letters are in honor of
Mt. Equinox, the site of the transmitter. Which brings us to
the Carthusian menks. They are a conternplative order and
live totally cloistered in a valley behind Mt Equinox. The
Carthusian Foundation is WEQX's landlord for the tower
sibe,

WEOX is lpcated inm an old Vichorian houseon Elm St and
Highland Ave. It is said to be haunted by the benevolent
ghost of a young girl who died there years ago.

In thee honors department, Billboard Magazome nominated
WEQX for national awards in the following categories in
1988: Kadio Program Director/ Operations Manager (Adult),
Radio Air Personality (Album), and Eadio Station of the Year

AAWJR

B B B Scereo FM 9811
Rutland

Media Concepts, Inc. bought WHWB AM - FM in 1984,
Afterselling WHWE-AM, the FM call letters werechanged to
WJJR. From its new Opera House location, in downtown
Rutland, WJJR signed on the air with a new format on
Dctodber 8, 1984, Crwner Jack Long managed the station, with
a staff that included Bob Summer, Joe Laurence, Rudy Mel-
son, and Chris Michaels.

In March of 1988, Media Concepls, Inc. was purchased
by Caravelle Broadcasting Group of Vermont (Howard
Schrott, Pres.). Current manager Sam Gormuso started as a
part=time announcer at Central Vermont Broadeasting, Ine,

[ 101976, A Butland native, he always knew radio was what he
warnled o do. He studied communications at Geaham Jr.
College in Boston. By 1980 he was a full-time salesman and
became manager under the new ownership in January of
1965,
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KtraHits
South Burlington

There were 3 applicants for the new South Burlington
frequency in 1980: John Nichols (then with W]OY /WQCR),
John Hughes (then part=cwner of WEZF-TV}, and engineer
Howard Ginsberg, After a long drawn-out process, the
license was granted to Champlain Valley Broadcasters Corp.,
with all 3 parties having an equal interest. Ginsberg was the
engineer, and Michols the General Manager.

[t was their plan to “shake up the community and wake
up the Burlington broadeasters,” as Nichols later putit. They
hired out-of-town talent and sported an exciting live format
in an effort to sound new and different. They did just that
when WXXX went on the air on November 16, 1984,

However, the "marriage™ of the 3nri£,jnaiap’|:]ﬁcant5 was
short-lived, Hughes was the first to depart, followed by
Michols in 1966, Ginsberg was just getting used to being
General Manager when he recieved an unexpected offer to
buy the station that was "just too spectacular to refuse.” In
July of 1986, Metro-Net/Vermont, Inc. (Lewis Lloyd and
Richard Borel) became the new owner of WX,

Ginsberg remained as manager for about a year, and was
aucceeded b_',.' Baorel. r.'h::lllg T'I.\'Ihﬂ,i_lr' tosok over in huﬁu:il: of
1988, I November of 1988, almost 4 years to the day from
when the station first went on the air, WXXX was sold to
Atlantic Ventures of Manchester, MA.

Four members of the original staff remain as of this
writing: Program Director Walt Speck; Copywriter Carol
Ploof; General Sales Manager Jay Fisher, and Account Execu-
tive Kenan Guarine. Ginsberg has returned as Chief Engi-
neer as of February 1988, O

i
ﬁ WMXR
" Woodstock

There’s “Magic”in the air. WMXR, “Magic 94, is Ver-
mont's newest station (as of this writing). WMXR is the
creation of the husband- and- wife beam of Fob & Shirley
Wolf, Rob Wolf was formerly manager of WLNH in Laconia,
NH and WMGX in Portland, ME. Shirley Wolf has been
involved in advertising as a graphic artist and freelance
announcer on radio and TV,

The Wolf's competed with three other applicants for this
new position on the FM band, which was created by the FCC
in1986, The staff, or “Magic Team,” includes Dan Guy,
former moming personality at WBOS, Boston and Clay
Ashworth, former general sales manager at WFED/WDCR
in Hamowver, MH.

WhXE s office and studios are located across irorm Brit-
ton Lumber on Route 4 in Taftsville. WMXR first cast its spell
on the airwaves on April 20, 1989, O
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Radio is Peaple...
We’ve Been Lucky Enough
To Work With Some of the Best

1959 WWRJ » 1963 WVTR = 1966 WNHV = 1969 WNHV-FM = 1385 WNHV 910 AM KXE 95.3 FM

Phil Smith ... Bill Dow... Lee Nolan. .. John Brunelle... Eliot Page... Guy Andrews. .. Don
van Cleave... Dave Supple... Bob Fahmer... Larry O'Toole... Charlie Lake... Bruce
Campbell... Bonnie Murray... Don Maillet... Garrent Orazem... Norman Blue... Rex
Marshall... Susan Lubar... Bob Homer... Al Watterson... TeeDee Spellman... Bill
Downall.... CHff Tobey. .. Dick McCormack. .. Tom Houghton. .. Sharon Kip... Will Curtis. ..
Lou LaBounty... Janet Tanguay... Jerry Erickson... Don Eli... Charlie Kelion... Andy
Leckart.,, Jessica Baldwin... Sumner MacLeish... Bill Barton... Mary Dean... Wally
Freeman. .. John Palmer. .. Pete Acker... Dan Parker... Dan Colgan. .. Anita Warren... Ray
Reed... Petie Marshall... Heidi Deitschi-Cooper... Lisa Peakes... David Westphalen. ..
Peter Smith... Bob Raiselis... Lucy Gray... Charlie Turner... Liz Phelps... Hope Munro. ..
Terry Boone.., Agnes Zuniga... Walter Carroll... Russ Brady... Karen Kayen... Nick
Cohen... Chris Bracken... Amy Remington... Beth Phinney. .. Rob Chandler... Al Alessi.

Diane Pollard Estes. .. Pierre Davis... Jane Beattie,.. Mark Raymond. .. Linda Baker... Jeff

Cooper... Polly Stebbins... Steve Niederhauser... Susie Wright... Bruce Lyndes

KXE 95.3 FM

Bl ||.||'|'||h|'||r|.' Vermonl Broadoasting {]:vzl'.:|:- & White Hiver Juncion, Vermont 050001 & 2S-SR
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